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Editorial 


REMEMBER NEW CROSS 


THIS January saw the second anniversary of the New Cross Fire in which 13 black 
teenagers died. The cause of the fire has still not been established, but more importantly, 
the parents of those who died still have no reason to believe that police have followed all 
possible lines of enquiry. In those two years how many more black people have been killed 
or injured in house fires that have started in ‘suspicious circumstances’. Where arson is 
proved beyond doubt, very few of the culprits have been caught. In some cases, like that of 
the Khan family murder in July 1981, police investigations did not appear to go outside the 
black community itself, even though there is a history of right-wing activity in the area, 
which includes firebombings. 

Likewise, the police in Hackney dismissed NF graffiti in the flat where Norma Richards 
and her daughters were murdered, as a ‘red herring’. Laurie Cunningham, Richards’ 
brother-in-law, claims that police even told him not to talk about the graffiti with anyone. 
But he felt so strongly that the case was being mishandled that he spoke out about it. 


* * * 


The attack by a National Front gang on the London peace camp shortly before Christmas 
(see page 4) was an example of how fascists will react violently to any movement they 
consider to be counter to their own. The people on the camp treated the incident according 
to their own beliefs and convictions. Many anti-fascists, however, must have felt that in 
making a public statement about the violence inherent in this society, they overlooked the 
fact that the same NF youths and many others like them direct most of their hatred and 
violence against black people. 

Charges of assault were not brought against the youths who were arrested, which again 
was intended to be a political statement. But it shows a sharp contrast between the attitudes 
of people who are not familiar with this kind of fascist threat and those who bear the brunt 
all the time. Black people are very rarely in a position to drop charges against their racist 
attackers. The case of Sara Bibi (on page 10) illustrates how a woman returning from a 
shopping trip may be attacked by a gang of youths, stoned and hit with a metal-studded 
stick, and then told by police that they would not arrest the youths, even though she could 
identify them, because they had not witnessed the incident. 

The peace campers took a risk as well, which they must have thought carefully about, 
that their tactics would deter other gangs from attacking them, not just in London, but 
wherever peace camps are set up. But if the youths were confused by their passive 
resistance then, they will know what to expect next time. The National Front (or any other 
fascist organisation) have never shown any reluctance to use violence against women. In 
fact there are women amongst them who fight as well. 

More than anything the incident highlights the threat of violence posed by the far right 
and the need for people to be aware of this. Attacks like this will be far more likely to 
happen as the peace movement attracts more support and the fascists become more 
frustrated. 


* * * 


Apology: In last month’s issue we misidentified the judge in the Newton Rose murder trial. 
Instead of Judge Melford Stevenson, it should have read Judge Edward Clarke. We 
apologise for this error. 
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LAST month Searchlight reported that 
the recession had taken its toll on the 
British Movement and that Michael 
McLaughlin, its leader, had _ been 
obliged to take up a full-time job 
elsewhere. Now they claim to have 
recovered, and they announce their 
latest plans in British Tidings, the 
name of the old party bulletin. But not 
all the credit for the ‘comeback’ is due 
to McLaughlin. For some time, the BM 
secretary, Sue Hayes, has been running 
the administration of the party. Her 
name is not mentioned anywhere in the 
bulletin. Could it be that such a manly 
organisation as the British Movement 
could not bear the thought of being 
held together by a ‘mere woman’? 


This latest publication to come from the 
headquarters of the British Nationalist and 
Socialist Movement (formerly British 
Movement) announces that the financial 
crisis of last autumn was a blessing in 
disguise. Opening the new styled stiff cover 
of British Tidings, one reads ‘‘Programme 
for stability and growth’’. Less than a year 
after the BNSM’s last effort to impose law 
and order on a dwindling and uncertain 
membership, they are at it again. 

British Tidings makes it very clear. They 
don’t want unity with other nazis, they 
don’t want members who aren’t totally 
committed and they want members to 
inform on organisers who aren’t doing their 
job. Two grades of support are now 
possible: full membership and supporter 
status — ‘‘this category is designed to meet 
the needs of supporters whose interest and 
activity doesn’t match the elite’s 
contribution’’. Those whose motives don’t 
reach the required standard either — ‘‘the 
country’s yobboes’’ — are not welcome at 
all ... ‘‘steps have now been taken that 
will close the door firmly in the faces of a 
misguided youth who attempt to join the 
Party for the wrong reasons’’. 

The reason for the BNSM’s swift 
recovery from near bankruptcy is that they 
received sufficient donations to pay their 
bills. In order to avoid another financial 
crisis, they have introduced a ‘“‘political 
levy’? of £1 per month in addition to the 
annual subscription of £5. Readers are 
assured so many times that the Movement is 
back on its feet again ‘‘undefeated’’ and 
‘*stronger than ever’’ that it almost really 


does sound like its old times. Just as a 
similar bulletin claimed at the beginning of 
last year, the measure of success is that 
formerly disgruntled members are 
clamouring to get back in. ‘‘So far all have 
been manly enough to admit their 
mistakes’’ and most of them — but not all 
— have been graciously allowed back in. 


The police — an army of 
occupation 


An article by Paul Rothwell on the police 
which follows a few pages later reveals an 
interesting shift of ideology. It ends, 
‘*Much as I resent blacks and the harm that 
they do, I fear that the Police may now be 
an even greater threat to our freedom’’. 
The Metropolitan Police are accused of 


being ‘‘demonstrably corrupt, 
professionally inept and _ politically 
corrupt’’. They ‘‘photograph little boys 


and girls protesting against the colonisation 
of their country’’ and are incapable ‘‘of 
solving more than 17 in 100 serious 
crimes’’. Rothwell claims that ‘‘ordinary 
French, Dutch and Danish people were 
treated better by the German occupiers of 
their own country during the war, than 
White patriots are in Britain today’’. It 
follows that ‘‘anyone who supports the 
Police is obviously working against the 
interests of their own people. . . and they 
have no place in the British Movement’’. 

Behind this venom now being directed 
against the police lies a deep frustration at 
the way in which most of their recent 
marches have made the BNSM a bit of a 
laughing stock. A march against 
unemployment in Ilford attracted only 
eight people in October last year. This was 
apparently due to a ‘‘police cat and mouse 
game regarding banning’’. Police are also 
accused of turning blind eyes when BM 
members were in trouble, of harassment 
and of lying in court by giving false 
evidence. There is one exception to this 
however. An Essex member who was part 
of a ‘‘Crime Defence Group’”’ (the BM 
organised vigilante groups to combat crime 
following the Metropolitan Police’s racial 
breakdown of crime figures last year), 
claims that he reported a ‘‘peeping tom’’ to 
the police. He was told that the police 
couldn’t do anything, but if the culprit fell 
into the CDG’s hands, they might like to 
handle it for them. 

British Movement members in north 
London are known to be organising a 
celebration on 30 January to mark the 50th 
anniversary of Hitler’s becoming 
Chancellor. While there is always a certain 
amount of co-operation between members 
of all fascist groups, the separate 
organisation of the BNSM provides a 
temporary home for those nazis who are 
not prepared to join with Tyndall or 
Webster in the British National Party or the 
National Front. The wild claims to an 
expanding and disciplined membership 
remain wishful thinking on McLaughlin’s 
part, however, and on part of the small 
number of loyal men and women who run 
the office with him. But the BM branches 
that do still exist are likely to be at least as 
violent and as committed to nazi politics as 
any of the groups on the far right at 
present. 


HOAX LETTERS 


A letter purporting to be written by one 
of the organisers of the forthcoming 
Auschwitz exhibition, to be held in 
February in the East End of London, 
has been sent to newspapers all over 
London asking for personal momentos 
of the concentration camps. The letter 
was signed by a David Rosenberg, giving 
a real address. The occupant, a Ms 
Diana Rosenberg, knew nothing of the 
letter until she received an 
acknowledgement from a north London 
paper. 

The letter was an open one, asking readers 
to send in any photos or personal items that 
might be of interest in the exhibition. So far, 
only the Hackney Gazette published the 
letter, and they have since printed a retraction 
and apology. 

The Jewish Chronicle, which has been 
monitoring a hoax letter campaign all over 
London, recently noted that the letters have 
taken on a more subtle, but no less anti- 
semitic tone. One letter, sent to the South 
London Press, claimed to be from Dr Jacob 
Gewalt of the Jewish Defence League. 
According to Dr Jacob Gewirtz, the defence 
director of the Board of Deputies, whose 
name the letter imitated, said that it was 
“clearly an attempt to disrupt relations 
between the Jewish community and its ethnic 
neighbours in Brixton. It presents views 
which are totally abhorrent to the Jewish 
community’’. 


New Nazi group 


YET another fascist splinter group has 
been formed in London, threatening 
more violence against anti-fascists and 
more inter-nazi warfare. The National 
Action Party, led by Eddie Morrison, 
who only last autumn helped to found 
the ‘Anti-Communism Movement’ in 
north London, was formed after a 


meeting of 50-60 people in west 
London. Morrison himself lives’ in 
Acton. 


On the morning of 13 January, the owners 
of the Walter Rodney bookshop in West 
Ealing arrived to find the front windows 
daubed with racist graffiti saying, “National 
Action Paper’, “We are coming, reds”, and 
racist obscenities. Shortly before, the Ea/ing 
Gazette had received a telephone call from 
someone claiming to be a member of the 
NAP informing them of the daubing and 
saying that it was the start of a campaign of 
racial violence in Ealing. } 

When the Gazette printed the story, they 
were sent a press statement from the 
‘general secretary’ of the NAP denying their 
involvement and claiming that they were a 
properly constituted party which did not 
commit illegal acts. The statement also 
boasted of three ‘units’ in west London and 
a fourth to be set up in Ealing. 

On the weekend after the graffiti went up 
on the shop, a thick glass window was 
smashed with a metal object, suggesting 
another pre-planned attack. 

Morrison, who is considered to be a bully 
boy even among fellow nazis, has a long 
history of involvement in violent fascist 
groups. In recent months he is alleged to 
have been holding ‘seminars’ in his Acton 
home on Sunday afternoons. His following 
consists largely of young men. 


THE British National Party are to stand 
50 candidates in the next general 
election, the required number for getting 
airspace on radio and television. In a 
special party bulletin on preparation for 
this, a statement from 


‘National 
Headquarters’ makes it clear that the 
size of the vote is not the ‘‘main object 
of the exercise’’, which is obviously to 
gain as much publicity as possible. 
Members are told ‘‘we will avoid the 
naive expectations” that accompanied 
the efforts made in the ’70s by fascist 
parties. 

Judging from the list of provisional 
seats to be fought, the BNP will adopt at 
least one candidate in any area where 
they have a branch. But at 
‘headquarters’ they are busy setting up 
an Elections Department, and all 
branches to be involved will be informed 
in due course. Not much democracy here 
from the looks of it. 


BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 


P.O. BOX 115, HOVE, E. SUSSEX BN3 3SB (Tel. 0273 777540) 


PREPARATION FOR GENERAL ELECTION — FIRST STAGE 


In previous bulletins and in party publications all interested persons will 
have been made aware of the party's plans for the next General Election. The first 
and principal aim of our election campaign will be to put up 50 candidates and 


earn the right to broadcasting time. 


We are here drawing up 4 provisional list in which we have estimated which 


regions can fight how many seats. 


excluded from this list are regions where we 


have active units but where conditions are not favourable for contesting seats. 
we emphasise - this list is provisional, and is subject to possible amendment in 
accordance with the information and advice we receive from the regions listed. 


Region 


South West England 
West of England 

Hants & Dorset 

Kent 

Thames Valley (Bucks, Rerks * Oxon) 
South London 

West London 

North London 

East London 

Essex 

Herts & Beds 

Bast Midlands 

West Midlands 

North West England 
Yorkshire & Humberside 
North East England 
Scotland 


BNP directive from he-who-must-be-obeyed. 


Estimated no. of seats to be fought 


—— DUS = KH UUM ANMMNNA NM 
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°o 


Nazis attack London peace camp 


A GANG of National Front supporters 
attacked a temporary peace camp set up 
over Christmas outside the Greater London 
Council headquarters at County Hall. 

The group, consisting of about 40 
skinheads, tore down tents and smashed 
caravan windows. One man staying at the 
camp suffered serious head injuries and was 
later taken to hospital with a tooth lodged 
in his lung and a fractured skull. 

Peace camp spokespeople told the press 
that they did not want to pursue charges. 
One woman said, ‘‘People would not have 
to lead the kind of lives they lead and would 
not feel the frustration and anger they do if 
the money spent on nuclear weapons could 
be used to provide decent housing and 
jobs’’. 

Seven youths were arrested and charged 
with threatening behaviour by police who 
waived their objections to bail when the 
assault charges were dropped. Bail was then 
granted with some hesitation on condition 
that the youths were forbidden to go within 
five miles of Charing Cross until after 1 
January, when the peace camp was 
disbanded. 

The seven who appeared in court were: 
Kevin Lynch, Michael Richardson, Martin 
Gregory, Terry Smith, Anthony Oliver, 
Stephen Wheatley and William Mott. All 
except Richardson had _ previous 
convictions, and they appeared to come 
from either Hertfordshire or Surrey. 
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The gang came straight from a National 
Front meeting in the Florence Nightingale 
pub several minutes walk away. This has 
been the venue for NF meetings and socials 
since last summer. In an autumn bulletin 
put out by the Lambeth branch, members 
were told strictly not to wear badges or 


AN anti-racist who refused to take a leaflet 
from fascists outside a supermarket, and 
who told them in no uncertain terms what 
he thought about them, was followed into 
the shop and assaulted, in full view of 
customers and staff. When Searchlight 
contacted the shop later in the week, the 
deputy manager denied the whole incident 
and said that there had been no such groups 
outside the shop on that day. 

The incident took place on Saturday 
shortly before Christmas in the Kings Road 
branch of Safeways, in Chelsea, London. A 
group of fascists were standing outside the 
entrance to the supermarket, pressing their 
literature on all the whole people going in. 
On being told that this was a white man’s 
country, one particular individual (who 
happens to be a friend of ours) lost his 
temper and spat at them. He was pursued 
into the shop and punched in the face. 
Luckily he was able to defend himself and 
only suffered a black eye while the fascist 


insignia in the bar, not to parade literature 
or read in the bar and ‘‘no careless chat’’. It 
is hard to imagine that 40 skinheads, 
watched by eyewitnesses as they charged 
from the pub to the peace camp, shouting 
Seig Heil and singing ‘Rule Britannia’, 
would have kept the party rules. 


All you want from a store .. .? 


escaped considerably worse off. Some of 
the staff came to his aid and the manager 
appeared to find out what had happened. 
He refused to escort him back to his car 
even though it was likely the fascists would 
be outside waiting for him. 

When Searchlight contacted Safeways 
later in the week to find out if they were 
taking steps to prevent paper sellers from 
harassing their customers, the deputy 
manager denied the whole incident. He 
claimed instead that there had been three 
men handing out leaflets on the other side 
of the road who had moved on after 15 
minutes when asked to by police. 

While it was not clear exactly which 
group was selling papers in Kings Road, the 
National Front have been seen in the area 
towards the end of last year. 

In another incident reported to us first 
hand, NF paper sellers in Kilburn assaulted 
a black woman in Edgeware Road on 23 
December. 


Police turn 
blind eye to 
National 
intimidation 
ON Saturday 11 December an all-day 
conference was held at Caxton Hall in 
north London, organised by the Troops 
Out Movement. Speakers and contributions 
came from Ireland, black groups and the 
labour movement, and the theme of the 
conference was state repression. 

At 2.30 in the afternoon, a group of 
about 40 fascists arrived, carrying union 
jacks and banners saying ‘Hang the IRA’ 
and ‘IRA murderers’. At one point a 
loyalist flag was unfurled. The Islington 
organiser of the National Front addressed 
the group, many of whom were recognised 
from incidents in Chapel Market, where the 
NF have traditionally tried to sell papers, 
reacting violently to any attempts to 
prevent them. 

Following earlier threats, two policemen 
were present outside. Caxton House from 
early on Saturday. When the NF arrived, 
the police presence increased, there being 
four white transit vanloads at one stage, 


under the charge of a chief superintendent 
from Holloway Police Station nearby. 


Ridiculous 


The NF were kept off the driveway leading 
to Caxton House from the road, but were 
allowed to remain on the pavement, thus 
effectively preventing anyone from entering 
the premises via the driveway. Conference 
organisers learned afterwards that people 
were intimidated from coming to — or 
leaving — the conference. 

Despite repeated demands from the 
stewards, the police did not move the NF. 
At one stage the chief superintendent said, 
“If anyone comes up and wants to get in, 
then we’ll get them through, but it’s 
ridiculous to say that anyone is being 
intimidated’’. 

The NF moved off at 4pm when it got 
dark and were later seen around Archway 
tube station, the nearest public transport 
for the conference. 

Considering the violent record of the 
Islington NF and the fact that a year earlier, 
a similar group of NF members from north 
London had attempted to enter Caxton 
House and violently disrupt an anti-fascist 
conference, the attitude of the police on this 
occasion was remarkably unhelpful to the 
conference organisers, especially since they 
were anxious not to cause any problems to 
the caretakers of Caxton House, a well- 
used community centre. At one point 
during the conference a group of people 
arrived, one of whom was attacked by an 
NF member. In the ensuing fracas, both 
persons were arrested. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ NF LEAFLET SCHOOLCHILDREN 


The National Front has started a propaganda 
campaign in Beckenham, Kent, aimed at 
schoolchildren. 

On 15 November, five teenage NF 
supporters stood outside two secondary 
schools. Over 200 copies of the Young NF 
broadsheet, Bulidog, were handed out. 

Kent regional organiser for the NF, Paul 
Johnson, said that they were aiming at 
youngsters who would be old enough to vote 
in the future. They were campaigning in 
Gravesend, Beckenham, and Sevenoaks. 

One angry parent complained that her 11 
year old son had been given one of the 
leaflets. She said she was furious. 

“If I got hold of the distributors I would 
break their necks’’, she said. (Beckenham 
Journal, Kent 18.11.82 & Orpington and 
Kentish Times 2.12.82.) 


@ NF SECRET RALLY IN BLACKBURN 
COUNCIL HALL 


The National Front held a trade union rally in 
Blackburn’s Regency Hall last September. 
Labour Councillors were furious that the 
decision to let the Council owned hall to the 
NF was kept secret, and accused 
Conservatives of a deliberate cover up. 

The decision to let the NF use the hall was 
made by just two members of the recreation 
committee. Previously, such lettings had been 
open to debate by the full recreation 
committee. 

Coun. Mike Madigan led Labour members 
in condemning the NF and the secrecy 
surrounding the meeting. He pointed out that 
the booking had been omitted from the 
Council’s quarterly recreation report, and 
that it had only come to light with the 
publication of the Lancashire Chief 
Constable’s report. 

Conservative recreation committee head, 
Coun. Roy Colling, said the decision to let 
the hall was ‘‘routine’’, and an attempt to 
discuss the issue at the policy and resources 
committee was ruled out of order. 
(Lancashire Evening Telegraph 8.12.82; 


‘20.12.82.) 


@ LABOUR’S ANTI-RACIST 
CAMPAIGN IN CAMDEN 


St Pancras North Labour Party has launched 
a new campaign to fight racism in Camden. 
The National Front has reappeared in the 
borough after seven years, and the Labour 
Party plans to oppose it by counter 
leafletting. 

At a meeting held on 6 December, Roy 
Hattersley, Shadow Home Secretary, made a 
number of promises, including Labour’s plan 
to repeal the Nationality Act. 


@ ARRESTS FOLLOW FRONT MEETING 


Three men were arrested, following a 
National Front march and rally in 
Gravesend, Kent. 

About 40 NF supporters met at Windmill 
Hill, before parading through the town centre 
on 4 December. The rally was to adopt Kent 
NF Regional Organiser Paul Johnson as their 
prospective parliamentary candidate. 

Earlier, members of Gravesend’s Asian 
community had called for a ban on the NF 
meeting, and peaceful protests if the meeting 
went ahead. (Kent Evening Post 2.12.82; 
6.12.82.) 


@ LEIGHTON BUZZARD ANTI-FASCIST 
CAMPAIGN 


Leighton Buzzard Trades Council has 
stepped up its anti-racist campaign. Anti- 
racist leaflets have been distributed in the 
town, and meetings about youth employment 
held. 

Secretary of the Trades Council, Tony 
Favell, said that they’d started the campaign 
because out of work teenagers were being 
manipulated by extremists. He said that over 
the last year: 

‘‘There have been National Front leaflets 
inciting race hatred put through doors and at 
school, and also Asian shopkeepers and West 
Indians persecuted’’. 

Terry Morgan, Beds and Herts organiser of 
the National Front, said that the NF, 
launched in Leighton in 1981, were making a 
big impact. They were distributing ‘‘British 
Jobs for British Workers’’ and ‘“Tomorrow 
belongs to us’’ leaflets. Monthly meetings 
were being held. (Beds and Leighton 
Observer 30.11.82; The Leader, Luton 
2.12.82.) 


@ ACCRINGTON NF HQ WARNING 


David Riley, North West organiser of the 
National Front, has said that the Accrington 
and Blackburn branches plan to open a 
combined office and bookshop in the New 
Year. The centre would be at a secret location 
in Blackburn. 

Riley warned that the bookshop could lead 
to increased National Front activity in the 
area, and said that in a year or two there 
might be a full-time official. (Burnley 
Evening Star, Lancs. 26.11.82.) 


@ WEBSTER GONE BUST? 


Brent Council has started legal proceedings 
that could bankrupt National Front leader 
Martin Webster. 

The Council is suing Webster and local NF 
official Graham John, for non-payment of 
£1,243.78 in legal costs. The money was 
awarded to Brent after a High Court hearing 
in 1981, which led to an NF meeting in 
Kingsbury being banned. 

A court order was issued at the start of 
December, giving the two men. 10 days to 
pay. If they fail to do so, bankruptcy 
proceedings will follow. 

If Webster is declared bankrupt, he will be 
ineligible to stand as an election candidate 
until the bankruptcy is discharged. 

This is Webster’s second chance of being 
declared bankrupt. In January’s Searchlight, 
we reported that Peter Hain may take 
bankruptcy proceedings against Webster if 
the latter fails to pay the costs of the libel case 
which Mr Hain won against him. (Wi//esden 
& Brent Chronicle 3.12.82.) 

Webster was fined £100 in Birmingham on 
12 January. He was found guilty of 
organising an unauthorised anti-Sinn Fein 
demonstration. He was also ordered to pay 
£100 costs. 

The charge followed an incident on 31 
January 1982. Webster led a contingent of 
NF supporters in Birmingham towards a Sinn 
Fein demonstration held to commemorate 
Bloody Sunday. 

The court held that he led the 300 NF 
supporters towards the Sinn Fein march, with 
the aim, it was said, of a direct 
confrontation. 

Webster claimed that it was the ‘‘sheerest 
coincidence’ that the NF march came close 
to the Sinn Fein demonstration. (Evening 
Mail 18.12.82 & 12.1.83; Birmingham Post 
13.1.83.) 


THE MYSTERIES OF ODIN 


FOLLOWING their free advert for the NF’s 
magazine New Nation (last month’s 
Whispers), Private Eye is now getting paid for 
advertising something called the ‘Odinic 
Rite’. Odinism is an ancient faith much 
loved by nazis, and there have been many 
examples of fascists writing in their house 
journal the Odinist, describing the delights of 
sun worship and so on. Bill Whitbread of 
north London is a good example of someone 
who passes himself off as an eccentric, an 
un-political man with strange religious 
tastes. He has fooled many a journalist by 
projecting this image. Over a year ago he 
was discovered to be a member of Haringey 
SDP, and the fact that he had written 
Odinist letters to League Review, the nazi 
League of St George’s paper, was almost 
overlooked by most people. Whitbread 
happens to have a history in active nazi 
politics going back to the 1960s, but more 
importantly is involved in at least two 
organisations on the far right now. One is 
the English National Party, a cranky racist 
outfit run by a Mr Ray Shenton, and the 
other is the more ominous National 
Socialist Workers Initiative, whose first 
meeting Whitbread was lucky enough to 
attend last September. 

This is not to say that every Odinist is 
necessarily a nazi, but there are pretty few 
of them who aren't. Let’s just say that we 
wouldn’t advertise the ‘Odinic Rite’, 
however much they paid us. 


% % % 


JUDGE NOT 


LAST month, in an article about race, crime 
and policing, we quoted Tony Judge, 
Labour member of the Greater London 
Council and director of public relations for 
the Police Federation. He is also editor of 
Police, the PF’s magazine. We said that he 
said (and we got it from the Guardian) that 
“There are two conflicting demands. One is 
to stop harassing young blacks in the inner 
cities. The other is to stop young blacks 
harassing other people in the inner cities. 
Which demand do you respond to? It has to 
be the second”. (Actually an outraged 
reader had sent it to us for our ‘Between the 
Lines’ column.) 

Anyway, on being asked about this quote 
by a member of the Black on Black TV team, 
Judge denied that he had ever said that. The 
cameras were stopped and the Searchlight 
was produced. “Oh well”, said Judge, “if 
Searchlight said that | said that, then | must 
have done”. 

We are assured that there was not a trace 
of sarcasm in his voice. 


% % % 
NOW ITS ALL COMING OUT 


FRIENDS working in the Home Office 
Library have passed on to us some 
fascinating information made available by 


the 30 years Official Secrets Act. 

On 16 December 1952 the Postmaster 
General submitted to Cabinet colleagues a 
report which they had asked him to prepare 
on the “employment of coloured workers”. 
The report describes how many black 
people work for the Post Office, where they 
worked and where they came from. It then 
says, 

“If it is felt that coloured workers should not 
be allowed to obtain employment in this country, 
! should have thought that the proper course 
would be to deny them entry to this country. . . 

“| therefore submit that this is not purely a 
Post Office question at all. It raises the whole 
issue of (a) whether coloured subjects of the 
Commonwealth and Empire should be admitted 
to the country from now on and (b) whether 
those who are already here should be discharged 
not only by the Post Office, but by the rest of the 
Civil Service, other nationalised industries and, 
indeed, if we are to be logical, by private industry 
also.” 

The minutes of the following Cabinet 
meeting on 18 December make interesting 
reading. The Home Secretary said that they 
couldn't deprive coloured British subjects of 
their traditional freedom to enter Britain 
without legislation and that there seemed a 
case for an inquiry into the situation 
“including any special difficulties to which 
the presence of substantial numbers of 
coloured people in particular localities (for 
example, the East End of London and 
Liverpool) were giving rise in practice”. 

The Colonial Secretary then replied that 
his Department would co-operate in any 
inquiry, but that there would be “grave 
objection to any suggestion of 
discrimination between coloured and other 
subjects of Her Majesty in the matter of 
entry to the United Kingdom”. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer added 
that the “increasing number of coloured 
people entering Government service raised 
rather special problems which also 
appeared to merit attention”. 

After this little debate the Cabinet 
decided upon two courses of action. The 
first was to ‘invite’ the Home Secretary to 
arrange for officials of the Departments 
concerned to “examine the possibilities of 
preventing any further increase in the 
number of coloured people seeking 
employment”. The second was to ‘invite’ 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to arrange 
at the same time to investigate the 
possibility of restricting the number of 
black people obtaining admission to the 
Civil Service. 


Cast in order of appearance: 
Postmaster-General 

Earl de la Warr 
Home Secretary 

Sir David Maxwell Fyfe 
Colonial Secretary 

Oliver Lyttelton 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 

R.A Butler 


The prime minister at this time, for those 
too young to remember, was Winston 
Churchill. 


% * * 


FRIEND OR FOE 


THE World Anti Communism League is an 
international conspiracy of anti-semites, 
nazis and terrorists. That, readers will recall, 
was the verdict of Geoffrey Stewart-Smith 
when he and his Foreign Affairs Circle broke 
away from WACL in the early ‘70s amid 


much public acrimony. . 

Odd therefore that the latest publishing 
catalogue from Foreign Affairs Publishing 
Co Ltd should offer for sale Chile: the Crime 
of Resistance by Suzanne Labin, whom it 
describes as “the internationally renowned 
French authoress”. Odd, because Foreign 
Affairs Publishing is run by the same 
Geoffrey Stewart-Smith, and Suzanne Labin 
is prominent within the same World Anti 
Communism League. Or does one of us 
know something the other doesn’t? 


% ¥ % 
BIERKELLER GET- 
TOGETHER 


THE death and funeral of leading nazi Hans 
Ulrik Rudel in Germany (see page 8) was 
guaranteed to stir a few memories. And it 
was no surprise to us that David Irving, the 
Britische Historiker and self-appointed 
leader of the British new right, should 
clamber aboard the public stage to pay 
tribute to one of ODESSA’s most important 
figures. 

Irving's salute was made at a meeting in 
Munich’s Lowenbrau bierkeller, organised 
by the DVU of Dr Gerhard Frey, under 
whose sponsorship, as we have pointed out 
a number of times, he has frequently toured 
the Federal Republic lecturing audiences of 
elderly folk of right-wing persuasions. Many 
of these hold, for one reason or another, 
fond memories of the Third Reich, and 
turned out en masse to hear Irving, and pay 
homage to a dead kamarad. 


* * % 


PEACE AT ANY PRICE? 


The January issue of Marxism Today, the 
theoretical and discussion journal of the 
Communist Party, contains an article by 
Rodney Barker asking readers whether the 
peace movement should be prepared to 
work with Enoch Powell. Barker analyses 
Powell’s reasons for supporting 
disarmament, saying that his position is 
consistent with his “previous patriotic 
populism”. He suggests that Powell is 
giving expression, not to a moral or ethical 
unilateral argument, but rather a pragmatic, 
“what's in it for us” brand of nationalism. 

Barker laments the fact. that Powell has 
not had as much publicity for his 
unilateralist remarks than he has had 
previously for his statements on race, but 
praises his argument for bringing 
“unspectacular logic’ and common sense 
to nuclear politics. 

So, according to Barker, the answer to his 
question should the peace movement be 
prepared to work with Powell, is ‘yes’. “It 
must be” he insists. 

After all, just because someone has got a 
thing about repatriating blacks, it doesn’t 
mean we have to disassociate ourselves 
from them. He wants peace, we want 
peace, and black people, well, we'll deal 
with that later. 


% * % 


AND NOW — A RIDDLE 


Which of Thatcher’s Whitehall mandarins 
has recently progressed from reading 
Machiavelli to reading (and re-reading) Mein 
Kampf? 

A free subscription to the first person to 
guess right. 


Confessions ofa 
frank and fearless 
fiihrer 


FOR a Truly Great Leader and Saviour 
of the Master Race, John Tyndall of 
the British National Party, and 
formerly of the National Front and 
several other like-minded 
organisations, can be a surprisingly 
modest chap. In the December issue of 
his magazine Spearhead he turned his 
frank and fearless journalistic eye 
inwards, in order to offer the sort of 
self-criticism which is’ the 
distinguishing mark of the mature 
Fuhrer. 

Now in its 170th issue Spearhead has not 
yet reached true racial perfection, 
according to its editor and proprietor. 
There are ‘‘a number of topics likely to be 
of interest to our readers that are never 
covered’, and, beating his manly breast, 
Tyndall concedes that ‘‘I am as conscious 
as anybody that our articles would 
sometimes be better to be shorter in length 
and greater in number and variety, that 
among the articles we print are some that 
do not reach the highest standards, that our 
layout could sometimes do with more of the 
artist’s flair’? . . . and so and so forth. 

All in all, editor Tyndall admits that he 
often includes somewhat sub-standard 
articles: “‘I will never print a thoroughly 
bad article in the magazine but I am 
sometimes compelled to print articles that I 
recognise to be mediocre’’. However, 
Tyndall also states that ‘‘from around the 
world I get letters saying that our journal is 
the finest of its kind anywhere’’, but the 
quick boast is tempered by statesmanlike 
modesty, as Tyndall adds that ‘‘tastes vary 
widely’’ and ‘‘these are opinions that will 
not be held unanimously”’ 

If the Great Man is undergoing pangs of 
self-doubt, let us reassure him that his 170th 
edition is of as high a quality as his first and 
that this current issue contains all the 
features of a classic Spearhead. 

Firstly, let’s point out the editor’s 
masterly (indeed broad-minded) use of 
outside sources to solve the sorts of 
problems which might otherwise nag away 
for months. In this issue, Tyndal poses the 
question of limitless importance of whether 
the new Soviet leader, Yuri Andropov, is 
Jewish. Others might study photos for 
hours on end, but Tyndall knows where to 
find his scoop: he quotes from the Jewish 
Chronicle to the effect that Andropov is not 
Jewish, adding the comment that ‘‘when 
the JC makes such a disclaimer it is usually 
true because as a rule the Jews cannot resist 
trumpeting the fact that one of their own 
has joined the ranks of the successful and 
powerful’’. 

Not that this is the only racial scoop to be 


found in. Spearhead. Elsewhere, Tyndall 
shows an impressive appreciation of the 
nuances of race when he declares that 
British servicemen in the Falklands 
‘appeared to be extremely fine racial 
types’’. On the other hand the 
Argentinians, who appeared on Tyndall’s 
TV screen, ‘‘had the kind of brutish 
features that one would not normally 
associate with any types of Europeans’’. 

No top quality racial magazine can be 
sustained by racial analysis alone, no matter 
how dedicated the analyst, and Spearhead 
is no exception. This month there is a sports 
column advising readers about the racial 
intricacies of the struggle for the Ashes: 
‘this winter we shall be rooting for 
Australia . . . all true Englishmen — and 
for that matter Scots, Welsh and Irishmen 
— should be hoping that the Aussies win’’. 
The Australian team does not include a 
‘Black fast bowler’’ and that makes all the 
difference. 


Sporting comments 


Whether commenting on the Soviet 
leadership or the MCC new ball attack 
Tundall shows a level of insight and 
scholarship rarely to be found in the fascist 
press. One has only to compare his sporting 
comments with those in the latest Bulldog, 
the juvenile publication of the National 
Front. No dignified journalism here, only a 
letter from a football supporter who signs 
himself ‘A Walsall Lout’, and who wishes 
to make some obscure point about West 
Bromwich Albion and bananas. Bulldog’s 
own football commentator, unable to come 
up with the constructive idea of supporting 
the opposition, is forced to advise louts 
supporting the English team to boo and jeer 
every time a black player touches the ball. 

However, John Tyndall has not increased 
his reputation a 170-fold merely by his 
sporting acumen. The true quality of 
Spearhead is shown in its never ceasing 
exposure of The Conspiracy — a task 
involving the sort of research which is way 
beyond the capabilities of Bulldog. 

From its earliest days Spearhead has 
maintained very definite views about The 


SUPPORTING THE GREATER BRiTAIK MOVEMENT 


An early Spearhead — February 1965. 


Conspiracy and each month it somehow 
manages to produce new evidence about the 
conspirators. Tyndall is understandably 
proud about his consistency: ‘‘When I 
founded Spearhead in the Winter of 1964 I 
resolved ... that Spearhead would never 
become prostituted to any interest other 
than the interest of genuine, outspoken, 
full-blooded British Nationalism’’. 

What full-blooded British nationalism 
has required throughout the years is an 
incessant unmasking of the Jewish 
conspiracy (connoisseurs will note this 
month’s comments about the Jews’ 
‘‘conversion of The United Nations 
Organisation into their Messianic dream, 
World Government’’). The achievements of 
Spearhead are summarised by a definitely 
up-to-scratch article entitled ‘‘The 
Protocols: an up-to-date appraisal’’. 

This succinct piece has two related aims: 
to pooh-pooh the idea that the Protocols of 
the Learned Elders of Zion is a forgery and 
to show that the Protocols, which purport 
to describe a world Jewish conspiracy 
taking place in 1905, have predicted 
subsequent world history. As the writer 
says, his purpose is ‘‘to show how early all 
the important prophecies contained in The 
Protocols have been fulfilled — an 
impossibility of course if, as the Jews have 
claimed, a forgery by the Tsarist secret 
police’’. 

All we can give here is a sample of 
Spearhead’s careful analysis. Apparently 
Protocol Number Seven had predicted 
warfare if the aims of the King of the Jews 
were resisted. How absurd to consider 
Protocol Number Seven a forgery when 
“‘Germany, under the leadership of Adolf 
Hitler, opposed the Jews, and a world war 
ensued’’. 


Syntactical subtlety 


And this brings us to another enduring 
characteristic of full-blooded British 
nationalism. Apart from supporting the 
Australian cricket team, the full-blooded 
British nationalist must show a scarcely 
deviating allegiance to the memory of 
A. Hitler. But here Spearhead over the 
years has developed a syntactical subtlety; 
the earliest issues in the distant winter of ’64 
never hesitated to quote from Mein Kampf 
or to proclaim the praises of the Fuhrer. 
But now the best magazine of its kind is 
more circumspect, preferring more adult 
analyses which nevertheless say the same 
thing. 

Thus, this month the rise of nazism is 
described obliquely in the following 
masterpiece of ambiguity and _ half- 
statement: ‘‘German patriots were forced 
into organising their own bodies for self- 
defence, which in due course came to be 
known as the ‘storm-troops’ ’’. 

How many other magazines would have 
been able to describe the foundation of the 
SS in this delicate way! No need for 
modesty, Herr Full-Blooded Editor, 
standards are being maintained. 


INTERNATIONAL | 


WEST GERMANY 


Funeral of 
ODESSA nazi 
attracts 2,000 


A PUBLIC row has broken out in 
West Germany over claims that planes 
from the German air force flew in 
salute over the funeral of Hans Ulrik 
Rudel, the nazi and former luftwafe 
fighter pilot who died shortly before 
Christmas. 

Rudel had died, aged 66, in Rosenheim, 
Bavaria, after a brain haemorrhage. At his 
funeral a few days later, about 2,000 
mourners, including many elderly nazis, 
paraded at the graveside giving the nazi 
salute and singing Deutschland Uber Alles. 
At the same time, according to 
eyewitnesses, jet fighters flew over the 
cemetary and dipped their wings in salute. 

Rudel was the only holder of the Iron 
Cross with the insignia of gold oak leaves, 
swords and diamonds, a decoration which 
followed his exploits on the Russian Front. 

After the war he became a leading figure 
in international efforts to revive nazism, 
and was involved in the ODESSA — the 
underground nazi escape and aid 
organisation — with former SS colonel 
Otto Skorzeny. In 1953 he was associated 
with Dr Werner Neumann, who, with 
several accomplices, was shortly afterwards 
arrested by the British for plotting to 
overthrow the Federal government and 
restore nazism to power. 

Much of the immediate post-war period 
he spent in Argentina; with many other 
nazis, some of them wanted war criminals, 
he was a guest of Argentine dictator Juan 
Peron. In return, he and othes performed 
services for the Argentine government. 
Rudel himself was an instructor to the 
Argentine air force. At the same time, he 
travelled frequently to Madrid where the 
ODESSA headquarters had been 
established. With other European neo-nazis 
he was involved in the 1951 congress in 
Venice which tried to establish a Europe- 
wide nazi movement. He was also 
associated with the neo-nazi Deutsche 
Reichspartei (German Rights Party), whose 
meetings he frequently addressed and which 
later combined with other right-wing 
groups to form the National Democratic 
Party. 

In 1961 he was invited to Britain to 
address a Mosleyite meeting called under 
the banner of the ‘‘Friends of Europe’’. 
Fortunately for the British public he was 
refused permission to enter the country, 
and the booking for the hall where the 
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n Party’ at Venice in 1962. Left to right: Jean 


Thiriart of Belgium, Adolf von Thadden of Germany, Oswald Mosley from Britain, an 
anonymous German and Giovanni Lanfre of Italy. 


meeting was to be held was cancelled by the 
local authority. Rudel’s relationship with 
Mosley became increasingly close, however, 
and they met together on a number of 
occasions, sometimes with co-thinkers like 
Skorzeny, von Thadden of the NPD and 
Jean Thiriart of the Belgian Jeune Europe. 
When Rudel was having difficulty finding a 
publisher for his memoirs, Mosley stepped 
into the breach, and his printing house 
published Stuka Pilot complete with an 
introduction written by the late Douglas 
Bader. Mosley described Rudel as ‘‘a post 
war friend of mine who was a soldier and 
airman completely free from suspicion of 
any crime’’. This is true of course, only if 
one overlooks his efforts to help war 
criminals to escape justice, and his attempts 
to rebuild a nazi movement in Germany and 
other European countries. 


Pope’s man 
accused of former 
nazi involvement 


THE German banker appointed by the 
Pope to try to sort out the confusion 
surrounding the Vatican’s involvement 
with Roberto Calvi and the failed 
Banco Ambrosiano, has been accused 
of having been an important financial 
figure in the Third Reich who helped to 
dispose of valuables looted from 
concentration camp victims. 

The Simon Weisenthal Centre for 
Holocaust Studies, based in California, has 


sent a lengthy dossier to the Vatican 
detailing the involvement of Hermann Abs, 
through the Deutsche Bank of which he was 
an executive, in banking gold and jewellery 
plundered by the SS from its Jewish 
victims. He was also on the board of IG 
Farben Industries, the chemical combine, 
which made extensive use of slave and child 
labour shipped in from _ territories 
conquered by Hitler. Although listed by the 
allies as a war criminal, Abs was never 
prosecuted, and soon emerged in post-war 
Germany as a major financial figure and a 
close adviser to Chancellor Adenaur. In 
Yugoslavia he was sentenced in absentia to 
15 years hard labour for war crimes, a 
sentence which, needless to say, he never 
served. In 1960 he was decorated by 
General Franco for his services to fascist 
Spain. 


Roberto Calvi. 


Documents from the Centre for 
Holocaust Studies also allege that Abs’s 
personal fortune was at least partly 
acquired by taking control of a Jewish 
company which had been confiscated by the 
nazis. 

The Centre’s dossier is being studied by 
the Vatican, but it will be odd indeed if the 
involvement of the Vatican Bank in 
financial deals which may have benefited 
right-wing regimes and parties in South 
America, were to be investigated by a 
person with Hermann Abs’s record. 


4. 
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Paramilitary 


youth group 
dissolved 


A NAZI youth group has_ been 
dissolved by German police following 
raids on the homes of dozens of its 
members. 

The group, known as the German 
Workers Youth, had been involved in 
paramilitary training. During searches of 
members homes police found gas masks, 
ammunition, uniforms and steel helmets. It 
is thought to have had about 30 members, 
most of them also members of Viking 
Youth, or of the now illegal VSBD led by 
Friedhelm Busse. 


UNITED STATES 


National campaign 
launched for 
federal 
prosecution of 
nazis 


THE National Anti-Klan Network, 
based in Atlanta, Georgia, has 
announced a major, national campaign 
to press for swift federal prosecution 
of members of the Klan and other nazi 
groups who commit murder or any 
kind of racial violence. 

Rev C.T. Vivian, who chairs the 
Network, said, ‘‘We want to make 1983 a 
year known as the beginning of the end to 
racist violence in America’’. The campaign 
will consist of a mass petition drive to 
collect thousands of signatures demanding 
instant federal action. The petitions will be 
dramatically delivered to President Reagan 
and Attorney General William French 
Smith during the 20th anniversary activities 
for the historic 1963 March on Washington 
in August. The Network’s educational 
work and pressure on media agencies will 
also continue. 


ch against the KKK in 
Jeb (Off Our Backs) 


A rece 
Washington. 


The Network is particularly concerned 
that many Klanspeople and fascists are not 
brought to justice after they had committed 
violent acts against black people. Less than 
20 prosecutions have been taken by the US 
Justice Department in contrast to the nearly 
500 documented incidents of Klan violence, 
and nearly 500 more of ‘‘random racist 
violence’. The campaign will emphasise 
that it is the constitutional right of all black 
people to have a federally protected right to 
life, and that the posture of the Federal 
government is “‘tantamount to condoning 
Klan violence’’. 

‘‘Those who murdered the five in 
Greensboro, who shot John McCollum in 
Alabama, who shot the five women in 
Chatanooga, who tried to assassinate Ms 
Evelyn Lowery, those who poured gasoline 
on the interracial couple in St Louis — all 
those Klansmen, nazis and other criminals 
are still out walking the streets’’, said 
Vivian, who was formerly a top aide to the 
late Martin Luther King. 


Miami riot inquiry 


THE policeman whose killing of a 
black man _ precipitated the latest 
Miami riots ‘‘committed a violation of 
police procedure’’, according to the 
official heading the investigation into 
the riots. 

The official, Howard Gary, said that 
Luis Alvarez, the policeman, should not 
have been in the predominantly black area 
of Overtown where the shooting took place. 
Nevill Johnson, 20, was shot and killed in a 
video arcade when Alvarez tried to seize a 
gun. Alvarez had been assigned with a 
partner to the central, mainly Latin part of 
Miami, but they had decided on their own 
initiative to make a ‘routine check’ at the 
video centre in Overtown. 

Two people died in the riots which lasted 
three days. Uniformed Ku Klux Klan 
members openly handed out literature in 
the streets of Miami following the riots. 


Increase in racist 
and fascist 
violence, state 
committee reports 


A STATE committee report in 
California has published findings that 
racial, ethnic and religious violence is 
deeply rooted and getting worse, with a 
surve of anti-semitism in the Los 
Angeles area. The investigation into 
racist and right-wing activity was 
carried out by a Task Force on Civil 
Rights, a group of 52 members, which 
had received 400 reports from 1979 to 
1981. 

The committee also found that there had 
been an increase in the activity of groups 
like the Klan, some of whom were 
becoming more respectable by ‘‘trading in 
their sheets for three piece suits’’. 


The increase in racial violence was 
accompanied by indifference or abuse on 
the part of officials, and the committee was 
not optimistic about the future. ‘‘The level 
of frustration, alienation and distrust in 
many minority communities’’, it concludes, 
‘especially over perceptions of unequal 
treatment by public officials, is disturbingly 
high’’. 


HOLLAND 


Anti-racists 
dispersed by riot 
police 


ON 17 December, Holland’s 
‘respectable’ racist party, the Centrum 
Partij, held a meeting in the centre of 
Amsterdam which was picketed by 
about 200 anti-racists. The hall was 
booked in the name of the Ecological 
Movement after they had been refused 
the hire of a hall in a conference centre 
in Utrecht. About 40 CP members 
arrived by bus to hear a speech by the 
party’s one member of Parliament, 
Hans Janmaat. When the owners of 
the hall discovered who the meeting 
really involved, they cancelled the 
contract and asked the police to 
remove those who had turned up for it. 
But police refused to prevent the 
meeting, forming a cordon around the 
hall, and escorted another group of CP 
members into the building. 

A crowd of about 200 anti-racists was 
cleared from around the hall by riot police, 
after a number had tried to enter the 
building. Later, as the CP members were 
escorted out to their buses, they cheered 
police as they attacked anti-racist 
demonstrators. 

Amsterdam’s mayor had instructed the 
police to make sure the meeting went ahead 
peacefully because the CP are a legal party, 
with one member of Parliament. He had 
previously told at least one councillor, 
however, that the meeting was not going 
ahead. 

The CP is the latest racist party to emerge 
in Holland. Founded two years ago by 
former members of a _ neo-fascist 
organisation, the party aims to present a 
modernised, populist version of the racism 
of the ’70s. Their main platform is to 
campaign for the expulsion of foreign 
workers, and they manage to link this with 
other popular issues, such as drugs control, 
the ecological movement — which they 
have heavily infiltrated — cruelty to 
animals and pollution. They do not 
necessarily follow traditional policies of the 
right. They do not have a stand against 
abortion, for example. 

The CP have been ominously successful. 
With the help and support of top quality 
lawyers, intellectuals and professors, they 
managed to obtain 70,000 votes in an 
election, securing an MP without having a 
formal party structure or much advance 
publicity. 


These incidents are a small selection of cuttings received by Searchlight and 


families all over the country. During January, two years after the Dep 
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Merseyside 


A family of six narrowly escaped with their lives 
when petrol bombers shattered their living room 
window and started a fierce blaze. The Jagota 
family say the attack marked the culmination of 
two years of attacks on their shop. An hour 
earlier, a petrol bomb smashed against the 
window of a take-away food shop owned by Mr 
Norul Hock but did not cause any damage. 
(Liverpool Echo 1.12.82.) 


Family homeless 


Mr Ali Yakoob-Ali returned home from work 
one evening to find that someone had broken 
into the house and started a fire. One room was 
completely gutted and two others were badly 
damaged but luckily Mr Hakoob-Ali’s three 
children were not in the house at the time of the 
attack. Now the family are staying with friends 
and are reported to be very frightened. (Waltham 
Forest Guardian 10.12.82.) 


‘Inferno’ gutted house 


Mr and Mrs Poduval were luckily both at work 
when arsonists struck at their home in 
Leytonstone, East London. The fire terrified 
their neighbour, pensioner John Barker, who 
described it as similar to ‘‘a couple of hundred 
blowtorches, all going at once’’. Police believe 
some kind of combustible material was set alight 
and have not discounted burglary as a motive 
“though nothing was stolen’”’. (Waltham Forest 
Guardian 24.12.82.) 


Cultural Centre destroyed 


The Greenwich CRE’s Education and Cultural 
Centre was destroyed by a deliberate fire started 
in four different places in the building. The 
centre, which was the only education centre in 
Greenwich for black people, was only three years 
old and was used by about 1,000 people each 
week. Many people believe the fire was started by 
a racist group and the management of the centre 
have expressed their dissatisfaction with police 
handling of the case. (Caribbean Times 
10-16.12.82.) 


‘Chain of fire’ attack 


Police in Wiltshire have launched a massive hunt 
for a man who planned to light a wall of fire in a 
shopping precinct near Swindon. A petrol blast 
ripped through one shop and six others had 
petrol cannisters placed around them ready to be 
lit but an anonymous man raised the alarm and 
the arsonist fled. Nobody was injured but a shop 
belonging to Mr Ratilal Patel was badly damaged 
and his delivery van completely burnt out. It was 
later confirmed that a racist slogan had been 
scrawled on the shop. (Oxford Mail 7.12.82.) 


Huntingdon 


An Asian family want to move to Leicester after 
an arson attack on their home. The Hassan 
family say they have had rotten eggs thrown at 
their windows, a firework through the letter box, 
a smashed window, a broken car windscreen and 
continuous racial abuse. They are urging the 
council to have them moved, swapping with a 
family in Leicester should the opportunity arise. 
(Hunts Post 2.12.82.) 


OPEN VERDICT 


THERE is an increasing number of 
murders, serious attacks and arsons 
which appear to be of a racial nature but 
which we cannot categorically confirm 
as such. Often our enquiries to 
community groups, local press, police or 
other agencies fail to establish beyond 
all doubt the nature of the attack. Yet it 
would be irresponsible of us to let them 
go unrecorded. We ask you to follow up 
any attacks in your area which appear 
here and to let us have your verdict. 


@®Mrs Hasibe Bober was found beaten 
and stabbed to death in her home in 
Stoke Newington on 7 July last year. Her 
husband, who became very depressed, 
was subsequently found dead in the 
Thames. Police reported in the coroner's 
court that they had no clues in the case 
(/slington Gazette 17.12.82). 


@ West Hendon police have appealed for 
witnesses to a fire started by an arsonist 
in Regents Park Road, Finchley, on 
Monday 3 January. An _ inflammable 
liquid was poured through a broken 
window of an Asian-owned hardware 
store and set alight. Families living in 
flats above the shop smelled the smoke 
and escaped without injury. Fortunately 
the fire brigade managed to put out the 
fire before it reached the paraffin and 
supergas stored on the premises 
(Hendon-Edgware Independent 6.1.83). 
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@A two year old child died when a fire 
swept a house in Hertslet Road, north 
London on 4 January. Neighbours rushed 
to the blazing house with a ladder, and 
five children were carried to safety. But 
no one could reach Jahanara Begum in 
the front ground-floor room where the 
fire started. One of the mothers leapt 
from an upstairs window and was 
seriously injured as she fell on to the 
kitchen roof. 

Two Asian families lived in the house, 
which was a three storeyed terrace. 
Police are saying that the cause of the 
fire is not thought to be suspicious, 
though there is no apparent clue as to 
what started it. A mysterious report 
appeared in the Standard the following 
day saying that police were treating it as 
arson, but local police deny ever making 
such a suggestion. 


@ Shopkeeper Denis Fernandes and his 
family nearly died when fire swept 
through their home. The family 
scrambled out of a first-floor window 
and shuffled along a balcony to safety. 
Police have discovered that a break-in 
occurred in the family’s shop below the 
flat and that cash and food had been 
stolen. The cause of the fire is still a 
mystery as no inflammable liquid was 
used and nothing was pushed through 
the letter box. (Newham Recorder 9.12.82.) 
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The aftermath of a fire in Hertslet Road, north Londo 


RACIAL ATTACKS 


Hanwell 


A terrified Asian family were trapped inside their 
home while a gang of white youths chanted NF 
slogans and booted in their front door. The 
trouble began when relatives of the Mistry family 
were followed on their way to a pub by three 
white youths who shouted racist abuse at them. 
Minutes after the family returned home the 
youths appeared outside the front door. (Ealing 
Gazette 3.12.82.) 


Private prosecution successful 


On Wednesday 8 December, two 15 year old 
youths were found guilty of Actual Bodily Harm 
and Common Assault on Mrs Sara Bibi. They 
were both sentenced to 24 hours in an attendance 
centre and ordered to pay £10 each 
compensation. 

The youths were part of a gang who had 
threatened and attacked Ms Bibi in August last 
year in east London. They first mocked and 
insulted Ms Bibi and her friend, and threw 
stones. Then one of them had tried to hit her on 
the head with a large piece of wood, studded with 
brass. She was struck on the shoulder as she 
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ducked. When she took off her shoe to defend 
herself, the other youth snatched it out of her 
hand and hit her on the face with it. 

Ms Bibi informed the police immediately and 
identified two of the attackers. But the police 
chose to follow procedures laid down in police 
orders for ‘domestic disputes between 
neighbours’ and told her that as they had seen 
nothing they could not act. They advised her to 
bring private prosecutions for common assault. 

Sara Bibi went to the Community Alliance for 
Police Accountability (CAPA) and was 
eventually successful in bringing a_ private 
prosecution against the youths. After the youths 
were convicted, the police then claimed that they 
had been refused a summons from a juvenile 
court. This conflicts with the statements of both 
Ms Bibi and her advisers, and the clerk of the 
court himself. The court clerk, John Collins, 
said, ‘‘I have no recollection of police making an 
application which was refused. A policeman was 
there at the back of the court apparently playing 
no part. Ms Bibi herself applied for, and was 
granted, a summons alleging actual bodily 
harm’’. 

The magistrates told the youths in the Bow 
Juvenile Court that they would not tolerate that 
sort of racist attack in Tower Hamlets. 


NF boy in iron bar attack 


A 16 year old and his friend attacked an Asian 
boy with an iron bar after reading a National 
Front paper. 

The unprovoked assault, in Oldham, caused 
severe bruising and facial swelling. 

The defending solicitor said the youth had 
been influenced by a National Front paper, and 
by the fact that the Asian boy was wearing a 
blazer from another school. He claimed that the 
youth had made ‘“‘great progress socially’’, since 
the attack, and now had more respect for Asians. 

The youth was conditionally discharged for 
two years, and ordered to pay £25 compensation 
and £10 costs. (Oldham Evening Chronicle 
29.11.82.) 


Nazi salute in court 


A skinhead who was remanded in custody to 
appear at the Crown Court swore, screamed sieg 
heil and gave nazi salutes to magistrates at 
Brentwood. Frederick Osborne, 17, had pleaded 
guilty to using threatening words and behaviour 
and causing actual bodily harm during an 
incident in which a group of skinheads broke 
into a building where a religious meeting of over 
50 Asian people was taking place. (Brentwood 
Gazette & Mid Essex Recorder 10.12.82.) 


Southall 


In a letter to a local paper the Southall Racial 
Attack Monitoring Group explained why a 
meeting of Asian residents on the Golflinks 
Estate was held in December. The group’s work 
has shown that 80 per cent of the Asian families 
there have experienced some form of racial 
harassment and that there is at least one case of 
physical violence each week. The group also 
defended the decision not to allow the police to 
attend the meetings saying that the record of the 
police in Southall, especially since 1976, leaves a 
lot to be desired. (Ealing Gazette 24.12.82.) 


COVER-UP? 


Children terrorised by gang 


Residents in the Bedford Hill area of Balham, 
south London held a meeting to discuss the 
increasing number of incidents in which gangs of 
youths have terrorised local children by hurling 
racist abuse at them and bullying them. Mrs 
Catherine Matcheswala said that her two sons 
now have to come home from school in a taxi. 
(South London Press 21.12.82.) 


Race hate campaign 


A mother and her five children claim they have 
been driven from their home near Warrington by 
a campaign of hate. Burning papers were pushed 
through their letterbox and obscene messages 
scrawled on the front door. Mrs Susan Gaine 
now separated from her Indian-born husband 
said her children have been bullied by local 
youngsters and have been taunted with cries of 
‘nigger’ and ‘wog’. She also claims a petition was 
organised to try and get rid of them. Ms Pauline 
Turkie, director for the Walton Lodge Housing 
Association said that no complaint about the 
matter had been made to them but they would 
investigate the matter. (Manchester Evening 
News 29.12.82.) 


Newham 8 


Eight young Asians (see Searchlight 89) who 
appeared at Newham West Magistrates Court 
heard that the charges against them have been 
changed from ‘‘threatening behaviour and actual 
bodily harm to police officers’’ to ‘conspiracy to 
assault persons unknown’’. A picket by 80-90 
people was held outside the court (City. Limits 
24.12.82.) A one-day strike of school pupils 
called for the Newham 8’s first court appearance 
on 5 November and was supported by up to 80 
per cent of Asian students in some colleges and 
schools. Meanwhile the attacks on Asian 
children in Newham schools has continued. 
There have been no police prosecutions even in a 
case where an attacker from outside the school 
was identified. (New Statesman 17.12.82.) 


BLACK footballer Laurie 
Cunningham, interviewed in a 
Spanish newspaper recently, 
claimed that an investigation into 
the murder of three of his relatives in 
Hackney was mishandled because 
of racist motives on behalf of the 
police. 

Norma Richards, Cunningham's 
sister-in-law, and her two daughters 


aged nine and seven, were found 
brutally murdered in their home on 


Kingsland Estate, Dalston, last 
summer. A National Front slogan 
was painted on the wall in nail 
varnish and a message was 
scratched on the bedroom wall 
saying, ‘This is what we're going to 
do with all niggers”. 

The police removed the area of 
wallpaper on which the slogan was 
written and claimed at the time that 
it was a red herring. Cunningham 
said in his interview with Diario 16 


that they had asked him not to talk 
about this. 

Detective Chief Superintendent 
Charles Robertson, who was in 
charge of the inquiry in Dalston said 
that they had done everything 
possible to catch the murderer. He 
said that they believed it was 
someone close to the family. 

Last year Newton Rose, a young 
black man living nearby in Stoke 
Newington, was acquitted of the 
charge of murdering Tony Donnelly, 
a member of the National Front in 
that area. Rose was first convicted 
and imprisoned for his murder, but 
later released on the grounds of 
irregularities in the trial. 

So far no one else has been 
questioned with regard to 
Donnelly’s murder, although 
evidence was given. which 
implicated other NF members in 
north east London. 
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CHRISTIANS AGAINST RACISM AND FASCISM 


AGM 


and 


Conference 


Ann Dummett 


Saturday 26th Feb 


from 10-30am 


at 

Holy Cross Priory, 
Wellington Street, 
LEICESTER. 


(Opposite Railway Stn.) Cost £3 (includes lunch) 


Workshops - Bookstall - Creche 


CARAF is a campaigning movement of 
Christians committed to racial justice 
and combatting racism and fascism. It 
grew out of the political environment of 
the late 70s which saw racist and fascist 
movements given political respectability 
through the media and gains in local 
elections. But CARAF was more than 
just a Christian version of the local anti- 
racist and anti-fascist groups, many of 
which have since faded from view. 
Rather this was a non-denominational 
Christian response to developments in 
British society to which the Churches 
themselves were not responding 
adequately. 

Today we are more convinced than 
ever that CARAF is needed. When we 
were formed, however, the immediate 
threats came clearly from the direction 
of organised racist groups like the 
National Front. The threat still persists 
but now there is also a high level of racial 
abuse and violence that is unorganised. 
Another worrying development is the 
realisation of the importance of 
institutionalised and unconscious 
racism. 

Connected to this, CARAF is 
increasingly aware that it is important 
today than ever to take a stand against 
the authoritarian and fascist tendencies 
within our society. By focusing energies 
on opposing fascism as well as racism, 
CARAF moves from the merely 
moralistic Christian sphere into the more 
sensitive political one. 

For two years we were fortunate 
enough to employ a full-time 
fieldworker, but for the following two 
years we were unable to employ anyone 
at all. Since September 1982, we have 
had a part-time co-ordinator. Our work 
in 1983 will develop at various levels: 
publications; press and media analysis; 
building local groups and networks; and 
conferences. Our 1983 conference, to be 
held in February, will be addressed by 
Ann Dummett. 

CARAF needs the support of Christian 
men and women in the task of affirming 
racial justice and repudiating the 
activities of racist and fascist 
movements. It is essential that CARAF 
receives grass-roots support through 
membership. The minimum subscription 
rates are £10 for organisations, £5 for 
individuals and £2 for non-wage earners. 
If you would like to join CARAF or learn 
more about it, please write to me, Dave 
Ford, at CARAF, c/o St James’ Vicarage, 
Highfield Street, Coalville, Leics. 
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FIGHTING RACISM 
IN THE CHURCH 


KEN LEECH is the race relations 
field officer for the Board of Social 
Responsibility (BSR) of the Church 
of England. His job, a relatively 
new post, includes raising support 
for project funds, educational work 
and a certain amount of ‘stirring 
up’, as he put it to us. But for many 
years he has been an outspoken and 
tireless fighter against racism both 
in the Church and outside. 
Searchlight interviewed him to find 
out what the Churches have been 
doing to combat racism in the last 
few years, and in what context has 
this change of policy and attitude 
taken place. 


@Can you outline the Church’s stand on 
racism over the last few years? 


To look at the history of racism in the 
Church of England, you’ve got to look at 
the whole history of anti-semitism. I think 
there’s a strong argument for saying that 
anti-semitism arose out a particular 
interpretation of the New Testament. 
Rosemary Luther has argued this very well 
in a book called Faith and Fratricide where 
she traces anti-semitism back to particular 
understandings of the gospel of St John 
with the constant use of the term ‘the Jews’ 
— agents of the death of Christ. Not that 
John necessarily meant this but certainly 
the way in which John was picked up by the 
early fathers in an anti-semitic way. 

But that is a much bigger issue. As far as 
England’s concerned my impression is that 
none of the Churches took racism seriously 
until the mid-late 60s. In a sense there’s 
nothing odd about that because I don’t 
think the labour movement did either. At 
the time of the Commonwealth Immigrants 
Act there was very little indication that the 
Churches saw it as a major issue, though 
there were isolated voices who were critical 
of the proposals for restriction. The general 
view was that with a bit of good will and 
understanding, everything would be all 
right. 

There have been a lot of changes since 
then. It’s interesting now that there are 
about half a dozen specifically Christian 
groups working the field of racial justice. 
The Community and Race Relations Unit at 
the British Council of Churches (BCC) has 
been in existence now for about 11 years 
and plays a very important role not only in 
terms of education and pressure group 
activity but also in terms of money. There 
are a lot of groups, possibly even 
Searchlight, which could have gone to the 
wall if it hadn’t been for emergency grants 
from the BCC. 

There’s the Catholic Commission for 
Racial Justice, which is certainly the most 
radical of the four R.C. Commissions, and 


they’ve done a lot of very useful work 
which has not only affected the RC Church 
but non-Christian groups as well. There is a 
group called the Evangelical Race Relations 
group, and then there are those like the 
Zebra Project and CARAF and so on. Over 
the last five years there’s been a terrific 
mushrooming of activity and the setting up 
of my post, which has only been going for 
under two years, was connected to this. 

There’s a lot of awareness of the need to 
tackle racism at more than a goodwill level. 
The opposition to the Nationality Bill was 
an interesting example of this. I don’t think 
one should draw too many conclusions but 
the fact that the General Synod of the 
Church of England passed a unanimous 
resolution condemning the bill (the vote 
was 197-1, I think) — it’s very unusual for 
them to have unanimity on anything. 

I wouldn’t claim that this reflected 
Christian opinion throughout the country 
at all. I think that most anglicans get their 
theology and their world view more from 
the pages of the Daily Telegraph and the 
Daily Mail than they do from the teaching 
documents of their own church. In the 
Church of England we have a Guardian 
reading clergy administering to a Mail and 
Telegraph reading community. There’s a 
long way to go yet and there are whole areas 
of Britain where people still say, well racism 
is not a problem because we don’t have any 
black people here. The idea of racism as a 
white phenomenon and the whole concept 
of institutional racism is still very 
unfamiliar to most Christians. Racism is 
seen as intolerance and prejudice. I 
wouldn’t claim either that clergy have a 
particularly high level of awareness on this. 
There was a report published six months 
ago called Blind leaders for the blind? 
which was looking at theological training in 
a multi-faith society and it was asking the 
question — are the clergy of the future 
actually being prepared to work in a multi- 
racial society or are they being prepared for 
a monochrome white society of the past. 
The general feeling was that ordinands 
knew very little about this area, with some 
startling exceptions. 

One thing that struck me last year after 
the riots was how well the Church came out 
of the whole experience in the riot areas. 
Maybe this was a freak, but in areas like 
Liverpool, Moss Side, Brixton and St 
Paul’s, Bristol, the Church was very heavily 
involved, and yet a lot of what they were 
saying was totally written off by the media. 
A recent example was that article in the 
Times by Professor Hutchinson ‘(see 
Searchlight editorial No.87) when he 
claimed to have walked the streets of 
Brixton and he drew various conclusions on 
this. A very large number of Christians 
wrote a letter to The Times making the 
point that they knew Brixton rather well, 
making quite different conclusions, and 
this was never published. 

What worries me is that while in those 


areas the Church is quite weak in terms of 
numbers, but very powerful in terms of 
integrity and commitment, there is a 
growing gulf between the Church in the 
inner city and the Church elsewhere. The 
grant from the BCC to the Liverpool 8 
Defence Committee stirred up a whole 
hornet’s nest. I got a lot of correspondence 
which has been going on till quite recently 
— though the grant was given a year-and-a- 
half ago, was very small and was used up 
almost at once. The controversy that it 
sparked off raised much deeper issues. It 
was interesting to see that the really vicious 
opposition with demands that no further 
money be given by the BCC came from 
places hundreds of miles from Merseyside, 
and the further away you were from 
Liverpool 8 the more you seemed to know 
about what was going on. 


@ Who was the recent report by the BSR on 
crime statistics actually aimed at? 


I don’t think we had a very clear idea of 
who it was amed at, but it was one of a 
series of information papers that we 
produced. It took us by surprise as it almost 
sold out and got far more media coverage 
than we expected. I don’t believe that 
simply by disseminating information you 
actually change attitudes, but there is a 
limited role for getting committed people 
accurate information. A lot of very 
misleading information is circulating 
around the in the Churches, although I 
would say that the lack of support for 
things like the Race Relations Project fund 
is far more due to ignorance and lack of 
awareness than to an organised opposition. 
But there are right-wing groups which have 
been campaigning for years against 
Christian Aid and the BCC and what they 
see as a Marxist infiltration of the 
Churches. We have our own Ronald Butt’s 
and our equivalents of the secular groups. I 
don’t think they’re terribly important. 
They’re a nuisance and they’re tiresome, 
and they know very well that every time 
they produce a factual error we spend far 
more time and energy in correcting it than 
they do in making it. 


@Can you tell us about the experiences of 
the Church in confronting groups like the 
National Front? 


At one level the Church in the East End of 
London has played an important role. The 
Tower Hamlets Assocation for Racial 
Justice (THARJ) is closely connected with 
the Bishop of Stepney, and that group has 
done more with very little money in a year 
than the local community relations council 
since its foundation. The events of 1978 in 
Brick Lane made a lot of Church people 
aware of the viciousness of fascism, because 
there was a tremendous amount of 
publicity. But we’re always talking about 
politically aware minorities within the 
Churches. 

A very common experience, whoever you 
are, is that if you speak out against fascist 
groups in areas like the East End you’re 
likely to be subject to pretty vicious attacks. 
I can hardly think of anyone of my friends, 
Christian or not, who did speak out, who 
didn’t get obscene phone calls or death 
threats or whatever. 


That’s still the case. Trying to identify a 
consensus view however, I think that the 
line taken by most Church groups about 
fascists is that people make too much fuss 
about them. That is a very common 
Christian viewpoint. 


@Has the increasing number of black 
people in the Church made much 
difference? 


If you took the London Borough of 
Hackney and looked at the Church of 
England, you could argue a case for saying 
that in some places, in terms of practice, 
there are more black anglicans than white. 
Certainly if you take London as a whole, 
there is a very high percentage of black 
people in all churches, as well as a growing 
number of entirely black churches. This 
isn’t reflected in the power structure level. 
You may have a lot of black people in the 
pews but when you move the scale through 
synods and look at the clergy and bench of 
bishops, the number of black clergy is very 
small. There’s still a feeling in the Church 
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that it’s good to have black clergy 
administering to black areas, but I don’t 
think the idea has really got through that 
what we’re talking about is equality, which 
means black priests working in white areas. 
On a world scale there are more black 
anglicans than white. English anglicanism is 
very unusual and cut off from what’s going 
on in the rest of the world. Yet it imagines 
that the world revolves round the See of 
Canterbury. The consciousness of racism as 
an international phenomenon is much 
greater in other parts of the anglican 
communion than it is in England.. 


@ Finally, how would you assess the 
developments of 1982 for anti-racists? 


At a national level, the kind of Thatcherite 
mentality is really very pervasive, and I 
think that the Falklands appealed to a really 
crude patriotism which linked with an idea 
that black people are in some sense alien. I 
think that both Christian and non-Christian 
anti-racists are in for a pretty hard time in 
the next few years. 
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REVIEWS 


FOR a number of years the Centre of 
Contemporary Cultural Studies, a group of 
radical thinkers based at Birmingham 
University, has acted as an irritant, albeit a 
productively stimulating one, to more 
conventional academics. The Centre’s latest 
publication, The Empire Strikes Back 
(Hutchinson University Library; £6.95), is 
bound to upset a number of academics who 
have been gently tilling the field of race 
relations research. 

The Empire Strikes Back, in a series of 
theoretical essays, not all of which are 
written in the most accessible of styles, 
argues that the issue of racism is central to 
an understanding of contemporary British 
politics. With the growing intervention of 
the state in economic processes and the 
deepening crises, ‘‘race relations have 
become the central aspect of attempts to 
orchestrate politically ... the effects of 
organic crisis’’. 

In outlining this theoretical stance, the 
authors variously attack liberal race 
relations ‘experts’, ‘‘sociologistic pseudo- 
Marxism’’ and white feminism: 
‘“‘unfortunately feminist research has 
neglected to examine the basis of its 
Eurocentric (and often racist) framework’’. 
Thus, the racist assumptions of ordinary 
‘common-sense’ are discussed and it is 
argued that these assumptions frequently 
find their way into academic theories, 
especially when the topic is the so-called 
‘pathologies’ of black family life. It is not 
for nothing that at one point a contributor 
discusses dismissively the ‘‘patriarchal 
nature of white sociology’’. 

The arguments of the Centre, as well as 
its rather abstract approach, may not be to 
everyone’s tastes (nor, of course, are they 
intended to be). Whereas the Centre’s work 
is sure to provoke controversy, two other 
works (one recent and the other published a 
couple of years ago) can be recommended 
as handy tools of reference for anti-fascists. 

By some unforgiveable oversight, 


Searchlight omitted to review Philip Rees’s 


Fascism in Britain: Annotated Bibliography 
(Harvester Press; £20.00) when it was first 
published. This is a pity for Rees has done 
an excellent job in listing and summarising 
the main writings about British fascism, 
and more importantly the writings by 
British fascists. His bibliographical study 
covers both pre- and post-war British 
fascism (he has, in fact, unearthed some 
very early pre-Mosley fascist writings). 
There are also special sections on the 
writings of Oswald Mosley and William 
Joyce, and, most usefully, a list and brief 
description of fascist magazines both 
historical and contemporary. The whole 
work is clearly presented and well-indexed. 

Just published is a comprehensive 
reference book on fascist Italy: P.V. 
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Cannistraro’s Historical Dictionary of 
Fascist Italy (Greenwood Press; £39.50). 
Whereas facts about nazi Germany are 
easily available to the English-speaking 
reader, there has long been a need for a 
handy reference book about Mussolini’s 
Italy. Cannistraro’s dictionary, whose 
entries have been written by a team of 
international scholars, fills this gap well. 
Not only are there alphabetically arranged 
entries on the main personalities and 
institutions of fascist Italy, but there are a 
series of special appendices, listing a variety 
of political, military and bureaucratic facts. 
If the budgets of anti-fascists do not stretch 
to works such as Rees’s and Cannistraro’s, 
let us hope that local libraries can be 
persuaded to purchase such useful volumes. 


* * * 


Black Youth in Crisis edited by Ernest 
Cashmore and Barry Troyna. Published by 
George Allen & Unwin. £4.95. 


Anti-racists don’t need a book like this. The 
combination of the title, a photograph of a 
truculent young black man on the cover and 
the fact that it is edited by white sociologists 
should arouse enough suspicion to start 
with. Instead of reviewing the book, it 
should be sufficient to quote the editors on 
why they have written it and what it is all 
about. According to Cashmore and 
Troyna, both researchers at the Ethnic Unit 
at Aston University, ‘‘Too long have 
sentimental journalists and liberal social 
investigators emphasised the black man as 
the receiver of pressures or the reactor to 
conditions. Black youths were not simply 
jettisoned out of the mainstream of society 
and left to survive at the margins. They 
were not smashed around by the big bad 
bats of society like ping-pong balls. 
Generally, the developed and refined their 
own attitudes, orientations and postures in 
relation to the rest of society. 

‘In this sense they created their own 
problems. Young blacks actively and 
deliberately contributed to their own 
positions’’. The riots of 1981 were 
apparently an indication of this new 
pattern. Black youths have a ‘‘penchant for 
violence’’ which stems from West Indian 
culture. Even the girls are getting involved 
in this as well. Black youths don’t want any 
help, and ‘‘accounts of their dishonesty and 
arrogance are not uncommon’’. 

To stop the slide into further violence, 
there has to be a ‘“‘wholesale transformation 
of attitudes, orientations and postures 
towards young blacks and crucially, on 
behalf of young blacks’ ... ‘‘Only this 
will defuse a potentially explosive future’. 

According to an interview with the pair in 
a local Birmingham paper, they were 
worried that they would be accused of being 
new Powellites, warning of rivers of blood. 
Then the riots happened and ‘‘we thought 
we had been vindicated’’. 

So if you want to read a book that sets 
out to show how racism has created a 
monster larger than itself which is 
threatening to destroy us all, then here it is. 
Under the guise of radical, anti-racist 
research, Cashmore and Troyna have only 


succeeded in further discrediting the 
methods and motives of race relations 
sociology. 


Vron Ware 
* * * 


Anti-semitism and right-wing extremism in 
Europe. A survey of legal action, January 
1981 to July 1982. 


A survey of legal action against anti- 
semitism and extreme right-wing activity in 
Europe has recently been published by the 
Institute of Jewish Affairs. The report, 
which was prepared by Michael May, head 
of the Documentation and Research Unit 
on International Anti-semitism of the IJA, 
present the results of 18 months monitoring 
of the press, government reports and court 
judgements. The survey also lists cases in 
individual countries according to various 
categories of legal action. 

As the report explains, there is a great 
imbalance between the countries which 
depends on a number of factors. Countries 
like West Germany, for example use more 
widespread surveillance both of the left and 
the right, but this has resulted in a greater 
number of prosecutions against the far right 
than in some other countries. 

Belgium passed a significant law in 1981 
but this ‘‘does not mean that Belgium is in 
the forefront of legislative action. On the 
contrary, it shows that Belgium was rather 
slow in adopting the kind of legislation 
which was enacted in the other European 
countries years ago’’. 

However, the supply and availability of 
information from various countries differs 
greatly so ‘‘comparison between the 
countries would therefore be inappropriate 
and the action of each one has to be 
interpreted in the light of its own 
conditions’’. 

The survey covers a wide range of legal 
activity including legislative actions and 
proposals; the banning of organisations, 
publications and marches; police raids and 
disciplinary proceedings; prosecutions and 
trials — by far the largest section. The last 
section deals with international co- 
operation and cases of extradition. 

The survey concludes that the law ‘‘can 
be a useful instrument in fighting anti- 
semitism, racism and right-wing extremism, 
though it often needs strengthening’’. It 
seems that state authorities are increasingly 
willing to use the law, ‘“‘nevertheless the 
potential is not fully utilised and the 
sentences meted out are often very lenient’’. 

Available from: Institute of Jewish 
Affairs, 11 Hertford Street, London 
WI1Y 7DX (01-491 3517). 


SCARMAN REPORT 


The Newcastle CARAF group have produced 
an exhibition on press reactions to the 


Scarman Report. The exhibition has been 


shown around Newcastle and the north east 
and is now available for booking from Paul 
Keenon, c/o St Thomas Church, Haymarket, 
Newcastle. (25 boards approx 30” x 20" — 
Booking £5 plus postage.) 
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Conservative right-wing, 


called Action Committee (including the 


Movement heavy, Gordon Brown) was | 


already building support in the branches. 
The actual putsch occurred in October, 
with the seizure of the NF membership 
files, and Chesterton's forced 
resignation. The following April, in his 
journal Candour, the former Blackshirt 
described “two per cent of the NF’s 
membership” as “really evil men”, and 


went on to explain his restgnedion yn 


bitter terms: 

“After four strenuous years and ‘the 
expenditure of much money from my 
own and Candour resources, stamping 
out nonsense such as plots to use stink- 
bombs or set fire to synagogues . i 

dh: ore than enough”. 
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er office manager, an ex- 
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‘Eighty per cent of the movement's 

| members are first class, honest to 

| God British patriots . . . Two per cent 

| are really evil men — so evil that | 

| placed intelligence agents to work 

| exploring their background with 

results so appalling that | have felt 
obliged to entrust the documents to | 

| the vaults of a bank. Some of these 
| men are at present placed closeto the | 

centre of things.” 
A.K. Chesterton, 
first NF Chairman, April 1971 
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Individual Freedom (which in 
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THE NATIONAL FRONT 
IN THE EARLY SEVENTIES 


“There is a small caucus working } 
within the National Front attracted by | 


the trappings and ideologies of 
foreign nationalisms from the past. 
These persons see Britain’s future 
best served by her becoming a rigidly 
administered, authoritarian police 
state. They sought to use me as a 
docile puppet behind whose 
respectability they could operate 
from the shadows.” 
John O’Brien, 
Second NF Chairman, July 1972 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight arc analysed and 
discussed. 


Cart Xn 
RACISM & FASC ISM 


RACISM AND MENTAL HEALTH 


TOWARDS the end of 1982 a 
national paper published an 
exposé on the plight of 
hundreds of elderly women who 
had been incarcerated in mental 
hospitals since their teens or 
early twenties, not because of 
mental illness but because they 
had had an illegitimate baby or, 
sometimes, were just un- 
married and so a burden on their 
family. 

The treatment of these women vividly 
illustrates how psychiatrists, far from 
transcending the prejudices of society, as 
they would have us believe, are actually 
limited by them, so that reflected in their 
diagnosis are the values and the public 
morality of the times in which they live — 
even to the extent of denying to certain 
sections of society the validity of their 
experience. It is common to refer jokingly 
to mental hospitals as ‘dustbins’ (loony 
bins), but to those women at the turn of the 
century that’s exactly what they must have 
been. Such institutions were there to act as 
a sanction against socially unacceptable 
behaviour and, in the final analysis, a 
means of social control. 

But surely, it could be argued, this is the 
sort of scandal that belongs to the ‘bad old 
days’, with the advances made in mental 
health, there is no group in society treated 
as crudely as this. But the treatment of 
black people in mental hospitals today 
reveals a reality equally devastating as that 
experienced by those young women at the 
turn of the century. 


The denial of the black 
experience 


A West Indian man in his 30s, 
diagnosed as schizophrenic, had been in 
a secure mental hospital for several 
years. He applied for a Review Tribunal 
to determine whether he could be 
discharged. The medical officer in 
charge of him told the tribunal: ‘‘He’s 
not in here for his schizophrenia, but his 
attitudes. He won’t obey the rules, if 
you like ... in the final analysis he’s 
just a paranoid black man, without 
being racist, of course’’. 

The tribunal accepted the medical 
officer’s recommendation that the man 
should not be discharged. 


It is fairly rare to come across such a 
blatant example of the abuse of mental 
hospitals for the control of black people. 
But racism is as ingrained in mental health 
as it is elsewhere in British society. And just 
as society pretends that racism does not 
really exist (there is only individual 
prejudice and we all know that you can’t 
legislate to control that), so mental 
institutions operate in such a way that 
denies the validity, firstly of black people’s 
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day-to-day contact with white racism and 
secondly of their own cultural experiences. 

It is, therefore, very easy to see how 
racism can operate in the field of 
psychiatry. There is a group of people who 
are seen, through the prism of racism, not 
as individuals, but as blacks. Their 
behaviour is not understood, since their 
experience is not understood. Racist 
assumptions about their personalities 
abound: black people are simple, West 
Indians have hysterical personalities and are 
violent and aggressive, Asians are passive, 
both groups are alien. 


Richard ‘Cartoon’ Campbell died at the 
age of 19 in Ashford Remand Centre in 
1980. He had been diagnosed as 
schizophrenic. One of the doctors gave 
as a reason for this diagnoses 
Campbell’s ‘socially inappropriate 
behaviour’ — his many references to 
Jah, his wish to help the poor and 
starving in Africa, and his “lounging on 
the chair and looking out of the 
window’’ while the doctors spoke to 
him. 


Wrongful diagnosis and the 
role of the police 


Psychiatry is still in its infancy as a scientific 
discipline. No one really knows what 
mental illnesses such as ‘schizophrenia’ 
actually are, or even if they really exist. The 
categories of ‘mental illness’ are, at this 
stage of psychiatry, no more than concepts, 
invented by psychiatrists to describe 
‘symptoms’ for which no organic or 
physical cause can be found. The 
‘symptoms’ are behaviour patterns which 
are ‘abnormal’ or ‘inappropriate’ — that is, 
not sanctioned by society. 

This is not to say that there is no such 
thing as mental illness, or that black people 
do not suffer from it, or that psychiatry is 
nothing more than a propaganda and 
control machine. But it does mean that, 
wich such an unscientific scheme of 
diagnosis of mental illness, racism is bound 
to operate to put black people in hospitals 
who should not be there. It also means that 
the risk of abuse of the Mental Health Act 
scheme (which allows for compulsory 
detention on the word of social workers and 
police, as well as psychiatrists and family) is 
much greater in relation to minorities whose 
very presence in this country, let alone their 
behaviour while here, is unacceptable. 


Winston Rose had a history of mental 
illness, but he was not a violent man. 
Twelve police officers were involved in 
apprehending him to take him to 
hospital. Some had gone to his house 
under the impression that he was an 
escaped prisoner; others thought he was 
violent. — 

Winston Rose died choking on his 
own vomit as he was pinned down and 
held in a stranglehold by the police 


officers. 


Black women, not surprisingly, whose 
behaviour deviates from what is thought to 
be normal, are subject to a particular 
combination of racist and sexist 
assumptions. In 1979-80, a dis- 
proportionate number of Asian women, 
mostly non-English speaking, were to be 
found in the short-stay ward of a mental 
hospital in Birmingham. A CARF 
researcher was told on a visit to the hospital 
at that time that these women were unable 
to cope with living in Britain and that they 
were suffering from depression, a condition 
unknown in the Indian sub-continent. 
Treatment had shown that they responded 
‘‘particularly well’? to ECT. most of the 
women had been referred by doctors and 
social workers. 

Black people are over three times more 
likely than white people to reach a mental 
hospital through police involvement. They 
are also more likely than whites to be sent 
to a mental hospital from prison. 


Steve Thompson, a young Rasta, was 
transferred to the special hospital at 
Rampton, one week before his release 
date from Gartree, after two doctors 
diagnosed him as schizophrenic. Only 
three months later, with no explanation 
(but after a national campaign to obtain 
his release) he was discharged. 


Incorrect diagnosis and low 
standards of treatment 


Research carried out nationally in 1977 
showed that West Indian men were three 
times as likely to be admitted to a mental 
hospital for ‘schizophrenia’ as were white 
men. In another study, in east London, it 
was found that one in three black 
‘schizophrenics’ showed none of the 
‘standard’ symptoms, such as auditory or 
visual hallucinations — the hallmarks of the 
condition — and, further, that black 


patients were twice as likely to have their 
diagnosis changed at some point. 

The racism which causes wrongful 
admissions and incorrect diagnosis also 
leads to a lower standard of treatment for 
black people who are in mental hospitals. 


“A sanction against socially unacceptable 
behaviour”. Network — Barry Lewis. 


The West Indian man in our first case 
was on two major tranquillisers and has 
recently been put ona third. He had also 
undergone a course of ECT (electric 
shock treatment). When asked for a 
medical justification for all the drugs 
and ECT, the medical officer at first said 
that it wasn’t his job to educate anyone 
in the various treatments, then said of 
ECT: ‘Oh, I always try it on the 
schizophrenics’’. He had not known of 
the third drug and gave no medical 
justification for its use. 


ECT is normally used to deal with 
depression. But in one hospital nearly 40 
per cent of the black people receiving it 
were not diagnosed as depressive. Overall, 
black people are more likely to be on major 
tranquillisers and ECT than whites, more 
likely to be treated by junior members of 
staff and more likely to be in less 
prestigious hospitals. 


Repatriation as an alternative 
to treatment 


An Asian man had killed two close 
relatives and was detained in a secure 
hospital. When he applied for a transfer 
to a less secure hospital, he was told that 
the Home Secretary would never agree 
to this, but had he considered 
repatriation? If he agreed to go back 
home, then there would be no problem. 


Repatriation can be used, as this example 


Police and the Genetic Theory 


illustrates, as a bargaining counter, to allow 
quite seriously ill people to take themselves 
and their problems elsewhere. While only 
57 people were repatriated from 1973 to 
1981 by the Home Secretary under the 
Mental Health Act, there is evidence that 
‘informal’ repatriation takes place more 
frequently. A study in Jamaica found that 
one in seven re-admissions to mental 
hospital were returned migrants. Another 
study found that 52 per cent had been 
advised to return home, and many of them 
had received financial assistance from the 
state to do so. Most now regretted the 
decision. (The other side of this coin is seen 
in the refusal of entry to the UK to black 
people — more than 100 a year — on the 
grounds of ‘mental disorder’. The 
Immigration Appeals Tribunal has held 
that a diagnosis of schizophrenia by a 
medical inspector at the port of entry 
cannot be challenged by an independent 
psychiatrist.) 


Towards a new criteria for 
diagnosis 


People diagnosed as mentally ill become, 
almost by definition, non-persons. They 
have virtually no rights, particularly if their 
detention is compulsory, and no voice. 
Welfare organisations such as the Matthew 
Trust, set up by an ex-Broadmoor patient, 
have been banned from Broadmoor when 
they have begun to question the way the 
place is run. Protests by individual patients 
at mental hospitals are used to indicate the 


original diagnosis, for example of 
‘paranoia’ or ‘aggressive attitudes’. 
‘Liberal’ psychiatrists and nursing staff 
find it hard to question their own and their 
colleagues’ professional judgements, let 
alone the deep-rooted prejudices which 
form the basis of the diagnostic process. 

A beginning is being made, however, by a 
number of psychiatrists, nurses and health 
workers who have observed the 
‘persecutory’ aspect of mental illness 
among black people which reflects their 
experience of racism. Some doctors have 
begun to talk of ‘racism disorders’ — 
mental illness caused by the stress, feelings 
of helplessness and damaged self-esteem of 
being discriminated against. This is 
analogous to the ‘unemployment 
syndrome’ observed in the last couple of 
years by communities hit hard by the 
recession. 

Such a revision of diagnostic ideas about 
black people is an advance in that it 
acknowledges the reality of racism. But it 
raises the immediate response that if such 
diagnosis is correct, the destruction of 
people’s lives by racism is not a matter for 
cure by pills or ECT. More fundamentally it 
begs the question, what good is it isolating 
the ‘patient’ from the environment that 
created the sickness in the first place, and 
then returning them to that environment in 
which nothing has changed? 


Research drawn upon here is taken from Aliens 
and Alienists: ethnic minorities and psychiatry 
by Roland Littlewood and Maurice Lipsedge 
(Penguin 1982). 


of Violence 


ONE of Sir Kenneth Newman’s first 
promises on being appointed Chief 
of London’s Metropolitan Police 
force was that the battle against 
street crime would be paramount 
amongst his future priorities. In 
order that this might be so, a 
system whereby muggers are 
‘targetted’ would be introduced. 

The latest issue of Police Journal (a 
theoretical police journal) contains an 
interesting article entitled ‘The Essence of 
Violence’ in which J.R. Hickmott sets out 
to explore the various factors that result in 
violent crime — and in particular to 
elucidate what causes some people to turn 
towards the violent crime of mugging. 

Beginning from the (of course, 
unquestionable) assertion that violence is a 
genetically inherited tendency which is 
usually accompanied by a state of mind 
known as paranoia, Hickmott argues that 
the increase in violent crime is, at least in 
part, due to the abolition of capital 
punishment and the introduction of shorter 
sentences which allow for higher breeding 
amongst genetically unsound persons. He 
then goes on to offer several practical 
recommendations. 

As paranoids fear above all else being 
categorised as mentally insane, 
consignment to a mental institution is a far 


more effective punishment than a prison 
sentence. This means that special mental 
prisons should be created in order to house 
this new category of prisoner. If, after 
release, the prisoner persists in carrying out 
a second offence, then, seeing how 
paranoia is genetically inherited and hence 
uncurable, the paranoid should, for the 
sake of the community as a whole, be 
committed to a mental prison for the rest of 
his or her life. 

An alternative to this life sentence is 
envisaged: the prisoner would be offered a 
surgical operation known as _ prefrontal 
leucotomy whereby the aggressive 
tendency is removed from the paranoid’s 
brain. Such an operation is, of course, 
useless unless accompanied by vasectomy 
or sterilisation. After such an operation the 
prisoner, released from the source of his 
paranoia, would be free to return to 
society. 

The arguments put foward in this article 
are those which, perhaps, in the past would 
only have been attributed to organisations 
of the fascist right. However, there is one 
important difference: the author makes no 
overt mention of black people. But if you 
read between the lines, the subject matter 
of the article becomes abundantly clear. 

Animals, the author writes, like human 
beings seldom kill for purely sadistic 
reasons. But when civilisation has 


developed to a certain point there “is the 
desire by certain humans to exterminate 
other human beings simply because of 
differences in colour, race or religion’. And 
paranoids live in a fantasy world in which 
they become convinced that they are being 
denied advancement; in order to achieve 
power they often resort to force. 
“Sometimes the object of their animosity is 
a particular group of people identifiable by 
race, religion, colour or occupation. It is not 
surprising therefore that on occasion the 
forces of law and order become the hated 
enemy’”’. 

The article looks likely to cause a row, 
not because of its contents but because of 
its author. Searchlight files show that John 
Hickmott was in fact a founder member of 
the right-wing Association of British 
People, an anti-immigration group founded 
in 1968. In 1970 he wrote that he had no 
quarrel with the National Front over their 
policies, but over marches. 

Police Journal Ron Stone, when told of 
Hickmott’s right-wing Association, said, ‘’| 
had not considered his political views and | 
do not think they came across in the 
article’. 


‘The Essence of Violence’ by J.R. 
Hickmott. Police Journal, January-March 
1983. 
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**Mind if we take a quick look round the 
house?’’, Mr Forsyth asked. 

“Well, no, that’s alright, if you need 
to’’, said Anwar. He had thought it would 
just be questions, but it wouldn’t do any 
good to argue, they’d think he had 
something to hide. 

As they returned from the tour of the 
house Shahin heard Mr Forsyth saying, 
**So you and your wife sleep separately?”’ 
‘*No’’, she heard Anwar reply, ‘‘it’s just 
that the house is full at the moment. My 
brother and his wife, and my uncle are 
staying, so the women all sleep together — 
it’s just temporary, we’re hoping to buy a 
bigger place soon.”’ 

“Do you have any children?”’ 

‘‘My wife is expecting our first child in 
six months.”’ 

‘‘Not showing yet, is she? Never mind, 
let’s look at the wedding photos. This you? 
Who are these?’’ And the questions 
continued. 

“*By the way, didn’t you apply in ’74 to 
come in as a dependent — of a Mohammed 
Akbar?”’ 

‘‘My father, yes. I was turned down. 
They didn’t believe .. .”’ 

‘“‘The Home Secretary was not satisfied 
that you were related as claimed’’, Mr 
Forsyth corrected Anwar, reading from the 
file. “Yes. Do you have a job, Mr Ali?”’ 

**Yes, I work in the same factory with my 
uncle. I earn good money, I work a lot of 
overtime.’’ 

**Do you have relatives in Pakistan that 
you send money to?’’ 

‘*Yes, I send to my sisters and their 
children, and —’’ 

‘*So you don’t see a lot of your wife, with 
all that overtime?’’ 

Making an effort to be polite, Anwar 
agreed that that was so at the moment, 
though when the child was born he hoped 
to spend more time at home. 

‘‘At least you can give her plenty of 
housekeeping money, eh?’’, Mr Forsyth 
remarked. 

Shahin spoke, ‘‘Actually, he gives it to 
his mother — that’s what happens with us. 
His mother does all the shopping.”’ 

‘*So who cooks your husband’s meals?”’ 

‘*Well’’, Shahin explained, ‘‘my mother- 
in-law does all the cooking — I serve, and 
help, and clean the house.’’ 

Mr Forsyth’s assistant was writing fast. 

‘*Changing the subject a little, when did 
you two meet?’’ 

“I’m sorry, I —’’ 

‘*How long before the marriage had you 
known each other? Had you met before you 
got married?’’ 

‘“Oh, I see’, Anwar said. ‘‘Yes, we know 
each other when we were young. We were 
betrothed when we were tiny children, 
actually.’’ 

‘‘Looking up, Shahin caught a glance of 
amusement pass between the two Officers. 
“TItr’s true!’’, she said. ‘‘We knew each 
other when we were children.”’ 
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BLACK MARRIAGES ON TRIAL: BEHIND 
THE IMMIGRATION RULES DEFEAT 


The assistant consulted the file, and said, 
**But you came here, Mrs Ali, when you 
were nine.”’ 

**Yes, I didn’t see him after that, but we 
did know each other before. We are from 
the same village?’’ ‘‘And no,”’ in answer to 
the inevitable next question, ‘‘they don’t 
keep written records of betrothals.”’ 

She saw the assistant put a question mark 
in the margin of his notes. 

The questions went on. Shahin flushed 
with embarrassment when Anwar had to 
tell the men how many times they made 
love. Finally, though, the interview was 
over. 

‘*Well, is their anything else you want to 
tell us about?’’ asked Mr Forsyth. Shahin 
and Anwar looked at each other in panic. 
Were they expected to say anything? If so, 
what? 

‘Just that we are very happy, and want 
to be allowed to stay together — my wife 
would die of shame if I had to leave’’, 
Anwar muttered. 

They watched the men getting into the 
car outside, Mr Forsyth laughing at 
something the assistant said. Anwar came 
and stood beside Shahin, ‘‘They even 
looked through your underwear,’’ he told 
her. 

Several weeks later the letter arrived. It 
read: 


‘The Secretary of State is not satisfied 
that your marriage was not one entered 
into primarily to obtain settlement in the 
United Kingdom. Your application for 


indefinite leave to remain is therefore 
refused. 

**You are required to leave the United 
Kingdom with 14 days. Failure to do so 
may render you liable to criminal 
proceedings and deportation.’’ 


** ** * 


Anwar and Shahin are fictitious 
characters. But the questions they were 
asked, the search through the house, the 
examination of underclothes, and the letter 
Anwar received are real. Hundreds of 
couples go through that process every year, 
to enable husbands to stay in the UK with 
their wives. 

Since 1980, though, the woman could be 
called Jane or Elizabeth, but not Shahin. In 
that year the rules were changed so that 
only women born here, or with a parent 
born here, could have their 
Commonwealth-born husbands here to live 
with them. 

Both Labour and Tory governments have 
worked hard to prevent foreign men (apart 
from EEC citizens) from acquiring rights of 
residence here through marriage. 
Immigration law was intended to put an 
end to all ‘primary’ immigration. 
Dependants of those heads of household 
already ‘settled’ here had to be allowed in, 
but the bi-partisan policy on race said that 
no new black family units were to be 
created — hence the obsession about 
foreign husbands and fiancés. James 


The Tory Immigration Rebels 


WE thought it might be useful to our readers 
to list the Tory MPs, especially as they make 
up a solid body of opinion within the Party 
who are prepared to call for strong racist 
policies to be implemented. The influence 
of this group, demonstrated by their 
determination to vote against any changes 
in the immigration rules, was further proved 
by the recent revival of proposals to 
introduce a register of potential immigrants 
and a quota system. 

These proposals, made early in the New 
Year, are being discussed by the executive 
of the Tories backbench 1922 Committee, 
which has been asked by the Government 
Chief Whip, Michael Jopling, to try to find a 
means of uniting the party, according to a 
report in the Guardian. This represents a 
return to the 1979 manifesto which 
originally advocated the use of registers and 
quotas as a means of limiting immigration. 
Both were later abandoned as impractical. 

The Tory right-wingers, some of whom 
have openly called for repatriation, are said 
to be demanding a return to the 1980 
immigration rules. But following the 
introduction of the new Nationality Act, and 
the specifications of the European 
Convention on Human Rights which insist 
on a change in the rules, the government 


are not in a position even to contemplate 
such a return. 

The Tory MPs who voted against the 
government were: Vivian Bendall (Ilford 
Nth), David Bevan (Yardley), Richard Body 
(Holland with Boston), Tim Brinton 
(Gravesend), Michael Brotherton (Louth), 
Nick Budgen (Wolverhampton SW), John 
Carlisle (Luton W), Sir William Clark 
(Croydon S), John Farr (Harborough), 
Marcus Fox (Shipley), George Gardiner 
(Reigate), Warren Hawkesley (Wrekin), 
Toby Jessel (Twickenham), Jill Knight 
(Edgbaston), Tony Marlow (Northampton 
N), Harvey Proctor (Basildon), Ivor 
Stanbrook (Orpington), John Stokes 
(Halesowen), Teddy Taylor (Southend E), 
Nicholas Winterton (Macclesfield), Michael 
Brown (Brigg), Den Dover (Chorley) and 
Delwyn Williams (Montgomery). 

We suggest that readers unfortunate 
enough to live in the above constituencies 
who are not sure why their MPs took this 
position might like to write to them and ask 
them. 

Perhaps it should also be pointed out that 
an equal number of Tory MPs abstained, 
some of whom might have agreed with 
Labour that the rule changes did not go far 
enough. 


Callaghan was the first Home Secretary, in 
1969, to remove the concession which 
allowed women settled here to bring in 
Commonwealth husbands. His rule changes 
only allowed such men in in cases of ‘special 
hardship’. 

Then, in 1974, pressure forced Roy 
Jenkins to change the rules to allow women 
‘settled’ here to bring in husbands or 
fiancés. But that change was limited by the 
further rule change in 1980 so that only 
women British by birth or descent could 
bring in their men. 

But pressure from campaigning groups, 
which had led to noises from the European 
Commission on Human Rights, forced 
Whitelaw to introduce in 1982 his proposals 
to extend the category of women who could 
bring in their men to all British citizens. The 
change was marginal in terms of numbers, 
hundreds and not even thousands, might be 
affected, but it led to the backbench revolt 
and caused Whitelaw’s defeat over the rules 
in December 1982, despite the concessions 
he made to the racist right. 


The concessions 


Even when foreign husbands have been 
allowed in under the rules, life has not been 
easy. They are given 12 months in the first 
instance, to be extended unless the Home 
Secretary has grounds for believing that the 
marriage was one of ‘convenience’. At 
some point near the end of that first year, 
the police would come round and ask 
questions. On the basis of their report the 
Home Secretary would decide. 

The concessions Whitelaw offered to the 
racist right were designed to make life even 
more difficult for new husbands, by making 
the couple prove that the marriage is 
genuine (i.e. shifting the burden of proof 
on to them). He also proposed to extend the 
‘probationary period’ for foreign husbands 
to two years, and to make the breakdown 


of a marriage within that period a ground 
of deportation for the man. 

Little imagination is required to envisage 
some of the effects of these proposed 
changes — couples staying together no 
longer ‘for the sake of the children’ but for 
the approval of the immigration officer; the 
possibility of distressed women running to 
the immigration authorities instead of the 
police or social services to report ill 
treatment by their husbands; family feuds 
ending in ‘informing’ on relatives. 

In words which echoed those of 
yesterday’s men of the National Front, Mr 
Whitelaw said of the foreign husband, 
‘Why should he stay here and have a job in 
this country that someone else should 
have?’ And in case there was any residual 
doubt about who the rule changes were 
designed for — or against — Timothy 
Raison spelled it out in the post-defeat 
debate, in the tone of pious horror which 
accompanies the Tories’ new brand of 
‘honest’ racism. ‘The fact has to be faced 
that the pressure for migration to this 
country is primarily from the Indian sub- 
continent and the arranged marriage system 
can be the means by which migration might 
be brought about. . . it is a system that can 
be abused for immigration. purposes, and 
the Government is determined to do all it 
can to check this abuse.’ 

Despite the racist concessions, the draft 
new rules were defeated by an unholy 
alliance of racist right-wing backbenchers 
and Labour/Liberal/SDP opposition. At 
the time of writing Whitelaw is faced with 
right-wing pressure to keep the present 
restrictions to prevent any but British-born 
women from having their husbands here, 
and a threatened revolt of the Tory wets if 
he gives in to the right. By the time you read 
this issue, he might have decided whom to 
appease; it is unlikely that the Shahin’s and 
Anwar’s will find their situation 
significantly improved. 


onitoring Postponed 


troduc’ on of Racial Monitoring in 
hich was to be introduced on 
1983, has been postponed. 


, the Department 


Which group does the claimant best fit into? 
(Use the claimant's appearance to select the group. If in doubt, eg because he is of mixed race, 


choose the group which most nearly fits him) 

| Africans/West Indians (exclude those of Asian appearance) Code | 
2 Asians (include anyone of Asian appearance) 

3 Europeans, Chinese, Arabs and all others not in groups | and 2 


Code 3 


If the claimant does not want to be recorded in any group Refusal Code 9 


IF CODE 31S APPROPRIATE DO NOT INPUT D/T 324 


Data Type} 3} 2/)4 AW *) «Insert code indicated above 


Prepared by 


cc notified 


Code 2 


decided that Unemployment Benefit Office 
staff should allocate claimants to one of 
three ethnic groups. The result of this 
allocation would be recorded on a form REI, 
Those claimants categorised as African/West 
Indian or Asian would have their details 
passed on to the Department’s Benefit and 
Statistics Computers. The form REI would 
be kept with the claimant’s papers in the 
Benefit Office. 

Recently the Department of Employment 
issued instructions to Dole Office Fraud Staff 
telling them to investigate cases more 
“imaginatively”. It wouldn’t take much 
imagination from a racist on the Dole Office 
staff to pick out black claimants from claim 
papers in order to harass them. 


__ The Civil and Public Services Association, 


the trade union representing clerical staff in 
Dole Offices, has stated that it will not co- 
operate with the scheme. However, the surest 
way for any scheme such as this to be scuttled 


_ is for claimants to refuse to co-operate — the 
_ scheme is voluntary. 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


In this column each month CARF will 
reproduce items that we have come 
across in the media or remarks by public 
figures that could be considered to be 
racist, whether intentionally or not. We 
need your contributions and hope you 
will help CARF get this section going. 
The aim is to draw attention to the ways 
in which racial matters are often dealt 
with, whether it’s ‘humour’ or malice or 
whatever. Send to CARF c/o Searchlight. 


® Cartoon from the Standard 6.1.83: 


@Sunday Times 9.1.83. Michael Jones 
writing on ‘Dramatic fall in birthrate 
among blacks’: 


“Powell’s 1968 Birmingham speech set the 
tone of much of the public debate about the 
country’s ethnic minorities. The new findings 
present a far less alarmist picture”. 


@ Sunday Times 9.1.83. Colour magazine, 
‘Eyeopeners’: 


“A 100 per cent Klan wedding . . . Speeches 
at the reception were as inflammatory as the 
cross-burning which preceeded the cake 
cutting and police were on hand to prevent 
well-wishers from throwing rice without 
removing it from the sack. Millions of people 
stayed away, including the Nigerian Bororo 
tribe’s Yakey-dance ensemble (pictured), 
normally a gregarious group, which pleaded a 
prior engagement”. 


@Daily Mail, 30.12.82, Liverpool 
gynaecologist Harold Francis is reported 
as saying: 


“. . Some girls deliberately go on to have 
two or three babies, often by different fathers 
from various ethnic backgrounds, and are 
assured of a tax-free income until the children 
are 18”. 
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aia 


counts of actual bodily harm and a retrial was 
ordered. Police refused to drop the charges 
despite a well-supported campaign in the 
community protesting the women’s innocence. 
The Knights were arrested in November 1981 
after an incident with white neighbours. Their 
be Rudi staged told the court that t they 


eda “jungle oe 3 


The women also alleged that ines were kicked 


and abused by police officers, one of whom hit 
Nelly Knight in the mouth with a truncheon. 


omg Star 18.12. BEN mien’ sosetaies 


June. ye police did not ar th 
Sich ae a pe 


passpor 


eventually left wit! 
/ or apology and caused great distress to Mrs 


ir Nasi Hacais as onli 7 
took police 90 msinutes to answer rhis 9 999 call. On 


Fuller, at | 


Mr and Mrs Ga of a ied: mith 


London, were woken by what they are first 
thought was an explosion at their home. Instead 
they found an armed police officer standing 
above them. Mr Taylor believes about six 
officers were involved in the raid. The whole 


~ house was searched and Mr Taylor was asked to 
produce his drivii 


licence. The couple told the 
police they were christians and had never been in 
any trouble with the police before. The officers 
iout any further explanation 


Taylor who is six months pregnant. Mr Jeff 

Crawford, chief CRO for Haringey said he 
would take the mat tter up with Scotland Yard. He 
had rung Kentish Town Police about the incident 
but their attitude had been very rude. No charges 
are to be brought against the Taylors and a man 
has since been charged with armed TOES: 
(Westindian World 3. 12.82.) _ 


Police: ‘hot line’ or Das , wie 
A police inspe 


Yorkshire Police will be available 24 hours a day 
to Asian leaders to sort out any complaints, fears 


or misunderstandings. The decision is being seen 
‘as an attempt to end the month-long boycott of 


_ any formal talk: with the police by the majority 
of the Asian 
» Welfare Assoc 


y and by the Asian 
ticular. Apart from 
ble, the police have 
will include the 


making an itispec 
agreed that— future 
monitoring of police 
Asian community. 
16.12.80.) 5. we 


Mie 


Strike threat rom bus crews 
A London Transport bus driver has made an 


official complaint against police alleging 


mistreatment after he was stopped by police who 
believed his car t to Mee stolen. Samuel Lawrence 
says he wa: i 
or light an 
call. Racia 
Lawrence 


to the polic 


assured police that if eepthaiiy auiliat icegpekat ; 
again to Mr Lawrence, there would be a lot of 


buses = the road and a lot of angry busmen and 


‘stat = ee 


‘SCHOOLS _ 


_ Asian community, a number of incidents were 


lightly by headteachers who dealt with culprits — 


About 50 young bles fad a sit-in at CRC i it 


A building, The 


1e headquarters of South — many of us ha 


youths will continue. (Evening Star 15.12.82.) 


haviour towards the 
(Morning Telegraph 


against offenders who reel alvade’ esate A 
pupils in the town’s Secondary schools. Ina 
specially commissioned report on Watford’s — 


highlighted but it was claimed they were treated 


“‘as if they were caught smoking i in 1 school”. The 
report also claimed that many teachers were 
concerned about the problem and were anxious — 
to do something to help but felt they did not have 
the backing from the education authority. 
(Evening Post Echo 11.12. pes tee 


ed a 


DETENTION oo a ts 
20 year old Ryan Nedd who has been in Ashford se 
Remand Centre for two months has lost over “¥ 


four stone in weight and has been beaten by the = 
authorities, according to his mother, Grenadian e 
born Mrs Louisa Nedd. Ryan had been charged 
with indecent exposure, burglary and assault at 
Southend Police Station. His mother could not : 
understand how he had got there as he did not i 
have any money. Ryan had been unemployed for | 4 
some time and had become very withdrawn and i 
depressed. He had refused his mother’s a” 
suggestion that he see a doctor. The centre has a 4 
bad reputation and only a few months ago a = 
young white inmate killed himself there in a fit of ae 

depression. The solicitor dealing with Ryan’s § 
case has tried, so far unsuccessfully, to get an = a 
independent psychiatrist to examine him. 
Doctors who have examined Ryan in Ashford - 
have pronounced him sane but a number of => i} 
people including the family’s MP are very " 
concerned for his _ well-being. (The Voice ag 
18.12.82.) AES Aa peat pe (oe 


against police 
sed local black 
‘softly-softly’ 
prin towards the issue aud ive threatened 
to dee to the streets in order to = ne Chief 


offices — in ee. is oes 


harassed non-stop 


subjected to strip searches borates “a the police 
and then released without being charged’, 
claimed one of the youths. ““We are not animals. _ oe 
It has reached the stage now where my first | 
reaction when I see a policeman is to run’’. Talks 
between the police, community leaders and the 


ke 


